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In the past two decades, creating Geoparks has largely benefited people living in areas characterized by a valuable geological heritage. 

Geoparks aim at achieving conservation, provide education, and promote sustainable economic development through the practice of 

geotourism. Currently, through this global initiative one hundred geoparks have been established, which are located primarily in Europe and 

China, while in America there are geoparks only in three countries: Canada, Brazil and Uruguay. In Mexico there is still no geopark despite 

some attempts.  

In this work, the Mexican state of Quintana Roo (QR) is proposed as a suitable region for establishing Geoparks, since it has the geological 

heritage and other natural, historical and cultural elements, essential requirements for creating Geoparks, and also has strong development 

tourism for four decades. QR has 44,705 km2 . Geomorphologically, it is a plain formed of limestone with karst features such as sinkholes 

(locally known as “cenotes”), and large and complex cave systems. The southern portion is 300 metres above sea level, while the northern part 

does not exceed 30 metres. Its surface hydrographic network is sparse, while the underground network is complex, interconnected and very 

long (up to 310 km).  

The entire state of QR has geological and geomorphological features that have to be protected and possesses an enormous geotourist 

potential. The objective of the project is to find potential sites to establish geoparks based on the identification and assessment of its geosites 

(systems of caverns and cenotes) of QR based on a new methodology supported by geographical analysis, involving local indigenous 

communities. Finally, with this approach, it is possible to achieve conservation and geological heritage of Mexico in the context of sustainable 

development.  
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