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Sakurajima is one of the most active volcanoes in Japan. Small eruptions have been occuring since 1955. The average number of the small 

explosive eruptions is 832 times a year in last five years. 5,000 people live in Sakurajima volcano, and 600,000 people live in Kagoshima city 

that is located within 20 km of the volcano. People have calm and regular lifestyle, even if ashes fall more than 800 times a year.  

The last big eruption of Sakurajima volcano occurred in 1914. Lava buried the eight small villages, and many people had to migrate to different 

area after the eruption. They told the experience and lesson that they learned to their descendants orally. Details of the incident have been 

forgotten as time goes by, but the outline is still transmitted. On the other hand, the stone monuments with carved inscriptions about the 

incidents are found all over Sakurajima, and it tells the story of the time in detail.  

We can find 80 monuments in and around Sakurajima, the record of the inscriptions, interpretation of the incidents after the event, and also 

summarized as variety of books. We also mapped all monuments and remains of the eruptions on Google Maps. It makes it easier for the 

visitors to Sakurajima to find each memorial spot and learn about the history in a more active and accurate way. For example, the map can tell 

the monuments are distributed more to the east side of Sakurajima, corresponding to the leeward side at that time.  

We also held a geo-tour to take people and explain the monuments. It is possible to imagine a state of eruption based on the inscription carved 

in the stone monument. Participants were able to enjoy the tour, and have an experience just like with the people in those days.  
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