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The Izu Peninsula Geopark (IPG), one of the Japanese national geoparks, is located on the collision zone between two active volcanic arcs, 

Japan and Izu-Bonin arcs, and is characterized by frequent seismic and volcanic activities. Residents and visitors enjoy various geological 

benefits, but face the risks of earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions. Especially, in 1989, a submarine eruption occurred only 3 km off 

the City of Ito, which is one of the major spa resorts in Japan and has a population of about 70,000. Although the eruption soon ceased and 

gave no physical damage to the city, underground magmatic activities have caused earthquake swarms about 50 times since 1978. Despite 

this situation, the local government did not like to let people know the risk of eruptions explicitly, because they feared that tourists might not 

come. Although volcanologists requested countermeasures for volcanic eruptions, their opinions were ignored.  

The first author (Koyama) realized that the negative awareness of the government was caused by the citizen’s lack of understanding of 

geological risks/benefits, and started popularization of knowledge and education about geological history and associated human activities in the 

Izu Peninsula. Open lectures and excursions by the author were held 75 times during 2004–2013 with the assistance of local NPOs, the 

municipal boards of education, and the IPG Promotion Council. The author also wrote geological essays in the weekly column of a local 

newspaper during 2007–2012. These efforts resulted in an increase of people, who understand risks/benefits balance and consequently in the 

establishment of the IPG in 2012.  

The statement about the role of the IPG (spreading of knowledge about geological phenomena) has been included in the disaster mitigation 

program since 2011 and the IPG Promotion Council is now an official member of the mitigation council of volcanic disasters in the Izu 

Peninsula.  
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