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Throughout Europe, conservation policies are mainly based on the presence of rare and/or threatened habitats or species, but the underpinning 

geoheritage is only seen as secondary, when considered. The aspiring Geopark of Monts d’Ardèche shows a great variety of geological forms, 

which has a prominent influence on the overall biodiversity heritage, especially in terms of specific richness and diversity of habitats. In public 

policies related to nature protection, only soils are sometimes considered as having a direct link with the presence of specific, rare or endemic 

plants or animal species or natural habitats, and references to the geological substrate is seldom noted (e.g., in the designation of the 

European Natura 2000 network of Special Areas of Conservation).  

Parc naturel régional des Monts d’Ardèche has identified 77 geosites over its whole territory, according to various geological criteria (scientific 

interest, potential for interpretation and for tourism development). The corresponding biodiversity features have been assessed for those sites, 

as well as their legal status regarding nature protection and spatial planning policies. Results show the importance of geomorphology and 

micro-relief for the presence of remarkable biodiversity, whatever the geological substrate is. There is furthermore no clear evidence of a higher 

“biodiversity score” for geosites. No specific legal protection is granted for geological heritage.  

Further to this analysis, 51 geosites will be equipped with interpretation panels and devices. In order to better take into account the “biodiversity 

features”, a dedicated study will help with designing and implementing equipment in the field, to minimize their impacts – and the impact of the 

expected increased visits - on biodiversity.  

Through an inclusive approach, Parc naturel régional des Monts d’Ardèche tries to mainstream conservation activities and touristic 

development in an overall local development strategy, which is a key-factor for developing geotourism and for keeping the geoheritage alive.  
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