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The islands of the archipelago of Fernando de Noronha (Brazil), with 26 km2, were officially discovered in 1503 and suffered several invasions, 

due to its strategic location next to one of the navigation routes from Africa and Europe. These occupations were Dutch, French and 

Portuguese and left rich archaeological and cultural heritage buildings. In addition, there are many legends in the region, some related to 

geological aspects. For over two hundred years the main island housed a convict colony, later transformed into a political prison. During World 

War II, it was created as a Brazilian Military Federal Territory and the USA installed a Support Base. Between 1957 and 1965 there was a new 

North American presence at an observation post for guided missiles. In 1988 a Marine National Park was created and in 2001, UNESCO 

considered the archipelago a World Heritage Site. Currently, the archipelago is a major ecotourism destination and very popular for 

honeymooners. The hostels have different identification according to their category, 1 to 3 dolphins. There are museums, visitor centers, variety 

of entertainment and food including local cuisine, seafood and international cuisine options. There are receptive agencies, rental cars, dive 

centers and an association of local artisans. It is the only State District in Brazil. All visitors must pay the TPA - Tax of Environmental 

Conservation, created with the purpose of promoting and preserving the safety, quality and comfort for the well-being of the population and 

visitors, and control access and permanence of visitors in the archipelago. Since 2007 actions are being carried out to prepare the region for 

the submission of a dossier to join the Global Geoparks Network.  
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