
Shimabara Peninsula and me 

YUKIKO NAGAT - Shmabara Area International Club, Unzen Volcanic Area Global Geopark volunteer guide Heiseimachi1-1 Shimabara Nagasaki 

Japan <y-nagata681@saikakai.jp> 

I was born and raised in the Shimabara Peninsula. We grew up under the watchful eye of Mount Unzen. The presence of this beautiful green 

giant was the backdrop to our childhoods. Although we knew it had erupted 200 years ago, most of us never thought it would break its silence 

again. Much to our surprise, in November 1990 it erupted and remained active for the next 5 years, claiming 44 victims in its wake. In time our 

hometown thrived and flourished again. People moved on and the eruption became a bad distant memory. The next generation of people was 

unaware of the help we had received in our hour of need from the outside world. This ignorance made them slightly indifferent to activities 

concerning the Geopark and visiting guests connected to it.  

Feeling this indifference from the community during my time as a volunteer in the November 2007 COV5 conference in Shimabara, saddened 

and disturbed me. I felt we had not been as hospitable as we could have been, had everyone been aware of the facts.  

In 2008 the Shimabara peninsula was honored to be certified a Global Geopark. Four years later in May, the 5th International UNESCO 

conference was hosted in Shimabara. I was delighted to serve as a volunteer for this conference. However my excitement was abated by the 

tepid response of the community.  

I decided to take action. I asked the volunteers who had participated in this event to fill in questionnaires about their experiences. By sharing 

this information with the next generation, we might be able to teach them about the glorious legacy of our hometown and our friends overseas 

who reached out and gave us a helping hand. I believe we owe this to our beloved hometown, Shimabara.  
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