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The Canadian National Committee for Geoparks operates under the auspices of the Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences. The committee is 

the national body charged with responsibility for administering geoparks. It receives formal Letters of Intent from aspiring geoparks, responds to 

them and conducts site visits to prospective geoparks. This international meeting is taking place at the birthplace of geoparks in Canada: 

Stonehammer Global Geopark in southern New Brunswick that was accredited in 2010. Stonehammer was the first Global Geopark to be 

established in North America. Since that time, the Canadian National Committee for Geoparks has been encouraging communities across 

Canada to consider geopark status as part of their social and economic development plans. The response has been growing to the point that 

there have been three additional Letters of Intent received and one of these, the community of Tumbler Ridge in British Columbia, has 

completed an application to the Global Geoparks Network in 2014. Two other communities are working on their applications: Bonavista 

Peninsula, the site of the Aspiring Discovery Geopark in eastern Newfoundland, has received a site visit from the Canadian National Committee 

and the community of Percé, Québec has received a response to their recent Letter of Intent. Another seven communities in British Columbia, 

Alberta, Ontario, Québec, and Newfoundland are known to be considering geopark status. Thus the community of geopark people in Canada 

has spread coast to coast and the future for geoparks looks very bright. At the time of the site visit to Tumbler Ridge Aspiring Geopark, a two-

day conference was held on geoparks with representatives coming from many geopark projects across Canada. This was the first major 

gathering of the growing geoparks community in Canada outside Stonehammer Global Geopark.  

Presented in Theme 2  

Atlantic Geology, 2014, Volume 50, Number 1 
6th International UNESCO Conference on Global Geoparks 2014 Abstracts 

doi: 10.4138/atlgeol.2014015 
Copyright © 2017 Atlantic Geology




