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The Azores Global Geopark has a unique geodiversity and geological heritage that is the basis for a strategy of sustained development of the 

local communities, based on geotourism and on nature tourism, and the promotion of an economic growth of the territory with respect for its 

environmental values.  

In the last decade, tourism has proved to be an economic activity with great potential in the archipelago, which is strongly focused on providing 

emotions and experiences to visitors mostly taking profit of the major icon of the Azores: its volcanic landscape.  

The mission and goals of the Azores Geopark includes the promotion of Geotourism. This desideratum is being accomplished in close 

cooperation with the official tourism entities, especially with the Azores Tourism Promotion Board, which is responsible for promoting the Azores 

as a tourist destination and for the qualification of the tourism offer in the Region.  

As a consequence of this close partnership, Geotourism was included in recent years in the official touristic policies and is one of the Azorean 

touristic products, together with Scuba Diving, Hiking, Whale and Bird Watching, Meeting Industry, Golf, Health and Well Being, and 

Canyoning, among others.  

For the next years this close partnership has been reinforced, the Azores Geopark being responsible for the Azorean Geotourism policies, 

through a joint Action Plan that includes several activities such as: (i) the Azores Geotouristic Guide; (ii) the Azores Geopark Passport; (iii) 

edition of leaflets and brochures promoting the varied geotouristic activities; (iv) the development of a geotourism web micro-site; and (v) 

promotion in touristic fairs and national and international events.  

This partnership (Azores Geopark/Azores Tourism Promotion Board) is a relevant tool on the management of tourism in the Azores and the 

implementation of policies of geoconservation that ensure the promotion of the geotourism (e.g., of the volcano tourism) as a touristic product of 

outstanding quality and reputation.  
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