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The Cacahuamilpa National Park (CNP) is located 150 km to the south of Mexico City. Outstanding features include the best-known Mexican 

grotto (Cacahuamilpa), distinguished by the dimensions of its gallery, up to 100 m wide and 90 m high, and its variety of colossal speleothemes 

(stalagmites, stalactites, gours), as well as other caverns and exokarstic landforms such as dolines and ponors. It is one of the most visited 

show caves in Mexico, with up to 350,000 visitors annually. Facilities to permit access include a platform along the entire gallery (about 1,400 m 

long) and illumination; guidance is provided by local staff. The CNP was created in 1936 and it is currently managed by a bilateral federal 

government-local indigenous administration. In addition to the main grotto of Cacahuamilpa, three other caverns are part of the National Park. 

However, they do not constitute the central attraction, mainly because of accessibility limitations and a lack of detailed studies of the complex 

hidrokarstic regional system. This presentation paper briefly shows the work being done by local and federal authorities, indigenous 

communities and academic institutions to transform the CNP into a true Geopark, first to be identified at a national level and second to fulfill the 

conditions to join regional and international networks for geoconservation and geoheritage, in particular the Global Geoparks Network 

supported by UNESCO. Current work includes inventory, identification and assessment of geosites and geomorphosites within the CNP, design 

of cartographic and other outreach material needed for the promotion of geotourism in the park, training of local guides, and more specialized 

research related to paleoseismology based on geochemical analysis of fallen stalagmites, geomorphology and paleogeomorphology.  
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