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This overview provides the basic information on the geological history of the Sardinian microplate (Italy). Examples of the relationship between 

inhabitants and geology will be considered in order to establish the role of natural resources as an element of people’s connections through 

time. Finally, some peculiar geological features will be exposed as representative of their high scientific-educational value and good practice for 

preservation and valorisation, both inside and outside of the “Core Areas” of the Geomining Park of Sardinia.  

Sardinia shows an extraordinary array of geological features in a relatively small area. The Cambrian to Devonian succession, interrupted by 

the tectonic “Sardinian Phase”, shows a Mid-Ordovician widespread gap. The Variscan orogeny strongly characterizes the basement structure; 

extended outcrops of intrusive and effusive rocks and reduced Permo-Carboniferous sediments crops out in several areas. The repeated 

Mesozoic transgressive/regressive cycles, mainly represented by carbonate deposits, mark the landscape. The unconformities are well 

exposed and easily understood by non-specialists. The Cainozoic tectono-stratigraphic evolution of the Corsica/Sardinia microplate represents 

a well-known example for explaining continental drift with the associated suite of volcanic and sedimentary rocks. Quaternary deposits testify to 

the climatic changes and the settlement of Homo since Palaeolithic time.  

How did geology and natural resources influence and, in past and present day, connect people? Early exploitation of Miocene f lints date back 

to Lower Palaeolithic while obsidian, jasper and copper was exploited during Bronze Age. All these primary resources, carved in the island, 

have been found outside of Sardinia and testify to the connection with many Mediterranean regions. Later on (phoenician and roman times), 

exchanges grew considerably, and in later centuries reached a worldwide connection between foreign managers and simple workers. Today 

geoconservation and the cultural heritage related to the mining exploitation, serve to again link engaged communities and tourists, and 

represent an important sustainable resource.  
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