
Geotourism in caverns of México: a proposal for the protection of geomorphological heritage in a sustainable 

development context 

EMMALINE M. ROSADO - Colegio de Geografía, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, México City, Av. Universidad 3000 Coyoacán, 

México <emma.rogz@gmail.com> 

Caverns are common in Mexico. About 40% of the Mexican territory is covered by limestone and other soluble rocks, where karst features 

including caverns are present. Some outstanding examples include the Huautla and Cheve systems (Cuicateco) with -1,545 m and -1,484 m 

depth, respectively, being among the deepest in the world. Furthermore, the second longest cave system worldwide is also found in Mexico, the 

Sac Actun Nohoch Nah Chich system, in the Yucatan Peninsula being 310 kilometres long. The Grotto of Cacahuamilpa, the best known and 

visited cavern in Mexico (more than 350,000 visitor per year), the Sótano de las Golondrinas and the Sótano de El Barro, may be also 

mentioned.  

Mexican caverns are usually associated with archaeological vestiges and represent an important tourism resource for local sustainable 

development, particularly in areas where indigenous communities have limited alternatives to improve their living standards. However, the 

promotion of this valuable geoheritage is far from being properly exploited. The lack of scientific information and the limited educational skills of 

the guides, coupled with the lack of materials (booklets and maps), have prevented the use of the high potential of caverns from both tourism 

and educational points of view. The implementation of geotourism activities, according to models set by the UNSECO assisted Global 

Geoparks Network, would contribute to the knowledge, conservation and protection of this natural resource in a sustainable development.  

This work refers to the speleological resources in México, giving some representative examples of their actual status and context regarding 

management, present situation and future perspectives.  
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