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The National EdGEO Program was initiated in the early 1970s to support workshops about earth 
science for Canadian teachers. The program is co-ordinated by the Canadian Geoscience 
Education Network (CGEN) of the Canadian Federation of Earth Sciences (CFES). Financially 
supported workshops are expected to provide P-12 educators with knowledge, teaching resources, 
and increased confidence to help them present earth science to students. More often than not, the 
workshops are organized by geoscientists but teachers are encouraged to do so and are often part 
of the local organizing committees. For the Nova Scotia EdGEO Workshop Committee, the 1992 
Geological Association of Canada – Mineralogical Association of Canada conference in Wolfville, 
Nova Scotia, marked a moment in time. Following a presentation on the National EdGEO 
Program, the author who was sat next to the then-Chair of the Atlantic Geoscience Society 
Education Committee (Graham Williams) remarked, “we should do that here”. This innocent 
remark led to the formation of the Nova Scotia EdGEO Workshop Committee, which has now 
organized and run teachers’ workshops for twenty-four years. The original concept for the Nova 
Scotia EdGEO workshop program was six workshops in as many years in six locations – Halifax, 
Sydney, Wolfville, Bridgewater, Truro and Parrsboro. However, because of the persistent positive 
and encouraging attendee feedback, the dedicated committee members worked with volunteer 
field trip leaders to organize annual two-day workshops until 2012. A change was needed and 
came with a purposeful shift to run a one-day workshop as part of the Nova Scotia Association of 
Science Teachers conference. Attendance remained steady and feedback positive. But after almost 
25 years, one needs to ask what has been the impact of these workshops? Haven’t we heard that in 
recent years there been a decline in the number of geology classes offered in Nova Scotia schools? 
With the environment being such a hot topic why aren’t education administrators desperate to 
ensure students understand geological processes? Have we been barking up the wrong tree for 25 
years? What does the future have in store for education outreach of the earth sciences? And how 
can the Nova Scotia EdGEO Committee play a productive role? 
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