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The community-led initiative to establish a UNESCO Global Geopark designation for the north shore of the Minas 
Basin in Nova Scotia reached several important milestones in 2018 and early 2019, including the evaluation 
mission of the Canadian National Committee for Geoparks in June, 2018, the submission of the formal application 
dossier to UNESCO in November, 2018, and the formation of a governing not-for-profit society in November, 2018-
January, 2019. The governing society comprises representatives from the municipalities of Cumberland and 
Colchester, the rural communities of the geopark, the Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq, the Fundy Geological 
Museum, Joggins Fossil Institute, Provincial Parks, and representatives with specific technical skills from the 
geoscience, tourism, conservation, and arts and culture sectors. Few members of the Atlantic Geoscience Society 
would be unaware of the scientifically significant and aesthetically breath-taking coastal geology of this region of 
Atlantic Canada. The geological storyline used to convey the truly global significance of the region to a wider public 
focuses on the assembly of Pangea along the Cobequid and Minas fault system, and Pangea’s breakup at the end 
of the Triassic, marked by the flood basalts of the North Mountain Formation and Central Atlantic Magmatic 
Province. In total, 43 geosites have been identified, 20 of which are in a visitor-ready state. Pains have been taken 
to present the indigenous storyline of the Kluscap legends and the narrative of the Mi’kmaq people concerning 
the birth of the Bay of Fundy tides. At the request of the Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq, the eastern boundary 
of the geopark has been extended eastward to include the Debert ‘PaleoIndian’ site, and the future site of 
Mi’kmawey Debert intepretation centre. The aspiring geopark will host the formal UNESCO evaluation team 
during the summer of 2019 and will be informed of the recommendation of the Global Geoparks Network and the 
formal decision of UNESCO by early 2020. 
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