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diameter. The presence of silts and muds on the bottom in certain areas of 
highest observed velocities indicates that these eddy currents are not compe
tent to prevent all deposition. Since evenly distributed eddies cannot alone 
produce any net transport, other factors such as the gravitational com
ponent down slope and steady weak currents must cooperate in preventing 
deposition on certain areas of rocky bottom and in transporting debris to the 
regions of accumulation. 

n . FRANCIS D. BODE, California Institute of Technology: Geological 
Observations in Italian East Africa (abstract). 

Topographically and geologically, Italian East Africa can be divided into 
three principal areas: (1) the "Ethiopian Plateau" which occupies the north
western third of the country; (2) the "Rift Valley depression" which divides 
the entire country in two; and (3) the "Somaliland Plateau," the country 
south and east of the Rift Valley. 

The Ethiopian Plateau consists of a series of tablelands, in many places 
of great elevation, with ranges of high and rugged mountains dispersed across 
its surface in rugged confusion. This high land area is composed of a thick 
series of lava flows which rest either on old plutonic rocks or upon a thin 
section of Mesozoic sediments. 

The Rift Valley depression is a long, and generally narrow, trough which 
trends in a northeasterly direction across the country from the southwest 
corner of Abyssinia to near the junction of the Red Sea and the Gulf of 
Aden. Toward the northeast, the trough widens and the scarps which form 
its sides become continuous with those on the eastern side of the Red Sea 
and the south side of the Gulf of Aden. For the most part, the floor of the 
depression is covered by lava flows of Tertiary age. 

The Somaliland Plateau is a great area of monotonous relief which slopes 
very gradually, from elevations near 5,000 feet along the Rift Valley and 
the Gulf of Aden, southeastward to the Indian Ocean. Most of this plateau 
is covered by sediments of Mesozoic and early Tertiary age. 

12. Informal Symposium on Recent Petroleum Discoveries in California. 
These are extemporaneous papers on areas of current interest and they 

are not intended for final publication at this time. Discussion is invited but 
deference should be given to the fact that insufficient information is available 
on many of these for final conclusions to be reached. 

A.—L. S. CHAMBERS, Seaboard Oil Company: East Coalinga and 
Amerada Area. 

B.—R. ECKIS, Richfield Oil Company, and G. GARIEPY, Ohio Oil Com
pany: Coles Levee Oil Field. 

C.—R. W. CLARK, Western Gulf Oil Company: Paloma Field. 
D.—F. A. MENKEN, Tide Water Associated Oil Company: Strand Oil 

Field. 
E.—J. R. DORRANCE, The Texas Company: South Mountain view Field. 
F.—C. E. LEACH, Tide Water Associated Oil Company: Aliso Canyon 

Field. 
G.—VERNON L. KING and H. M. PRESTON, consultants: West Monte-

bello Field. 
H.—J. R. DORRANCE, The Texas Company: Summary of Development 

Northern California Gas Fields. 
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