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J. B. CanpBEeLL, Carter Oil Company, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
Ultimate Recovery from Hydraulic Fracturing

After approximately eight years of use by the oil industry, hydraulic fracturing of formations
has been generally accepted as a means of production stimulation. The experience of one major com-
pany in the Mid-Continent area shows that this fracturing increases the ultimate recovery of oil.
This study is based on reconditioning treatments of wells in semi-depleted reservoirs where ultimate
recovery can be accurately evaluated from production decline curves, and examples are given.

RoBerT F. WaLTERS, Walters Drilling Company, Wichita, Kansas
Differential Entrapment of Oil and Gas in Arbuckle Dolomite in Central Kansas

In central Kansas thousands of wells produce oil from the Arbuckle dolomite of Cambro-
Ordovician age at depths from 3,200 to 4,400 feet. A few hundred wells produce gas. Reservoir po-
rosity consists of intergranular space between dolomite rhombs, of irregular pin-point to cavernous
voids, and of vertical fractures. This porosity was formed, or improved, by solution in early Pennsyl-
vanian time when the dolomite beds cropped out on a low relief land surface. Ground water moved
downward through joints, then laterally along bedding planes in the soluble dolomite, continuing
down dip under Ordovician Simpson shale cover on the flanks of the Central Kansas uplift. The
gently tilted, truncated, solution-riddled, porous, and permeable Arbuckle beds were buried under
Pennsylvanian shales and limestones which provide an impervious seal. Oil and gas are trapped at
the top of the Arbuckle on structural highs, whether anticlinal folds, buried hills, or traps formed by
barriers such as clay-filled solution valleys. Dips are half of one degree or less. i

The lowest Arbuckle traps such as the Shady and Zook fields of Pawnee County produce sour gas
from depths near 2,000 feet below sea-level. In the Sweeney, Ash Creek, and Pawnee Rock fields of
Pawnee County gas is produced from the Arbuckle near 1,800, 1,750, and 1,650 feet subsea, respec-
tively, with a thin oil column present in each field. Both oil and gas are produced from the Otis-Albert
field of Rush and Barton counties where the gas-oil contact is 1,600 feet subsea. Oil, and only oil,
is trapped in the major Arbuckle fields of Rice, Barton, Russell, Ellis, Rooks and Graham counties
at subsea depths of 1,600-1,400 feet. In the Kraft-Prusa field of Barton County the oil-water contact
is 1,463 feet subsea. The critical closure of the Arbuckle anticline is also 1,465 feet, indicating that
the reservoir is exactly filled with oil. In Ellsworth County, a large anticline with porous Arbuckle
as high as 1,350 feet subsea contains only salt water.

This pattern of differential entrapment of gas and oil accords closely with the theoretical distri-
bution described by Gussow in his ‘“‘Differential Entrapment Principle.”” It is concluded that oil and
gas migrated out of the Anadarko basin of Oklahoma northward through the Arbuckle for several
hundred miles due to regional tilting, and spilled upward under an impervious roof of Ordovician
Simpson shale and Pennsylvanian shale until trapped in central Kansas. Time of tilting, hence migra-
tion, was post-Permian; important migration appears to have occurred in Cretaceous time.

N. Woop Bass, consultant, Denver, Colorado
Some Features Common to Sand Bars on Modern Coasts and in Geologic Column

Sand bars which have features and distribution similar to sand bars on modern coast lines are
being recognized as oil reservoirs in many parts of the geologic column, and their occurrence isin
many widely spaced areas. A knowledge of modern sand bars, therefore, should aid the discovery and
development of oil fields in ancient sand bars.

Systems of sand bars are common features of many coasts of the world. They are particularly
well developed on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States. Except for an attachment,
commonly at one end, the bars are separated from the mainland by lagoons or marshes, many of
which range from } to 5 miles in width. The width of some lagoons, however, is 30 miles or more.
The length of many bars on the Atlantic Coast ranges from 4 to 8 miles, others from 15 to 30 miles,
and on the Gulf Coast from a few to more than roo miles. The individual bars are separated by
narrow water channels called tidal inlets, which connect the ocean with the lagoons. The inlets are
kept open by tidal currents which surge in and out through the inlets twice daily.

Longshore currents, which are produced by waves striking the coast at an angle, operate on the
seaward side of the bars. They transport sand along the shore, and lengthen the bars at one end. At
the same time the tidal currents at the inlets tend to limit the extension of the bars. The result is
that the end of an individual bar is extended along shore beyond the end of the next bar on the coast,
but slightly seaward of it; thus producing an en echelon arrangement of the bars. Offset features are
particularly well developed on the south shore of Long Island, where a westward longshore current
has extended the western end of each bar westward beyond the adjacent bar.

Many bars on the Atlantic Coast are characterized by ridges of sand that trend parallel with the
shore; the ridges commonly are capped by dunes and are separated by long marsh strips or “slashes.”
These are growth ridges and are produced by addition of sand to the seaward side of the hars. Growth



