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Nuclear explosions are currently being planned for 
use in oil and gas production, recovery of oil from oil 
shale, gas storage, and copper leaching. The current 
status of each of these projects is discussed with em
phasis on the economics of each application. 

The first commercial application of nuclear explo
sives will be in gas stimulation. Project Gasbuggy is 
scheduled to be fired in early 1967 and will be rapidly 
followed by two additional shots, also in gas produc
tion. These three events, each in a different formation, 
are described in this paper with a discussion of their 
significance to the world's oil and gas industry. 

The use of nuclear explosives in oil and gas stimula
tion should be a standard accepted practice within a 
few years. Calculations based on explosions in media 
such as tuff, alluvium, granite, and dolomite predict 
large increases in productivity where nuclear devices 
are used in "tight," thick formations. The broken-up 
rock resulting from the explosion becomes the new well 
bore, with a production rate of 6-12 times that of a 
normally completed well. 

Also included in the paper is a discussion of real or 
possible problems associated with nuclear-explosive 
engineering. The only major foreseeable problem is 
the seismic shock wave. This limits the size of explo
sive which can be used near important surface struc
tures. 

A discussion is included on the radiation problem 
which is believed to be largely psychological in the ex
ample of contained explosions. 

GARY W. CROSBY, University of Montana, Mis
soula, Montana 

ISOSTASY AND OVERTHHUSTING IN WESTERN WYOMING 

Coinciding with the frontal zone of the overthrust 
belt in western Wyoming is the axis of a former nar
row trough along which a maximum of 25,000 ft of 
Cretaceous sediment accumulated. Marine and brack
ish-water fossils in the Adaville Formation indicate 
that intermittent marine deposition persisted to near 
the top of the system. During subsidence in this zone, 
the former miogeosycline in southeast Idaho was ris
ing. Overthrusting progressed eastward in time, and 
the Adaville and Evanston Formations were overrid
den by the easternmost Hogsback thrust soon after 
final deposition, while the top of the system was near 
sea level. 

Cretaceous Hilliard Shale, approximately .'5,000 ft 
stratigraphically below the top of the Adaville, occurs 
at the surface at an elevation of 7,500 ft 5 mi west of 
La Barge, Wyoming. This locality is cratonward from 
the easternmost major thrust; therefore, the restored 
elevation of about 2 mi for the top of the Cretaceous 
is not attributable to thrusting, but to vertical upUft 
that is post-thrusting. Block faulting in southeast 
Idaho since late Eocene may represent subsidence in 
the area behind the western Wyoming salient of the 
overthrust belt. 

These data indicate that the pre-Cretaceous surface 
in the miogeosyncline-shelf boundary zone subsided 
25,000 ft during the Cretaceous time of sedimentation 
whereas the former miogeosyncline was uplifted an 
unknown amount. Subsequent to overthrusting, the 
Cretaceous frontal trough has risen 10,000+ ft and 
there has been possible subsidence in southeast 
Idaho. This oscillatory motion appears to be of 
sufficient magnitude to reverse dips on major thrust 
surfaces from down-to-the-east at the end of Creta
ceous to down-to-the-west at the present time. Thus, 

present attitudes do not preclude gravitational gliding 
as the mechanism of overthrusting. 

The average of 100 Bouguer gravity measurements 
in southeast Idaho plots 20 mgal on the positive side 
of Woollard's mean world curve, whereas the average 
of 32 Bouguer measurements over the former Creta
ceous trough in Wyoming plots 32 mgal on the nega
tive side. In terms of isostasy, the vertical movements 
tending to reverse the dips on overthrust faults appear 
to be active at present. 

W. C. CULBERTSON, J. R. DYNI, AND D . A. 
BROBST, U. S. Geol. Survey, Denver, Colorado 

EOCENE GREEN RIVER FORMATION—MULTIPLE M I N 

ERAL RESOURCE 

The Eocene Green River Formation underlies an 
area of about 15,000 sq mi in Colorado, Utah, and 
Wyoming. It consists principally of organic marlstone 
(oil shale), marlstone, siltstone, sandstone, and inter
calated tuff beds that were deposited in fresh-water, 
saline-lacustrine, and associated deltaic and fluviatile 
environments. 

The tremendous shale-oil potential of the formation 
is well known; oil shale that yields an average of 15 
gals of oil per ton may contain about 2 trillion bbl of 
oil, or oil shale that yields an average of 25 gals of oU 
per ton may contain more than 750 billion bbl of oil. 
In Utah, gilsonite veins are associated with the Green 
River Formation, and oil and gas have been found in 
the shore facias. Recent discoveries, however, have 
shown that saline minerals are an important part of 
the economic potential of the formation. 

The soda-ash industry in Wyoming, which mines 
the large deposits of bedded trona in the Green River 
Formation, is expanding rapidly. In the Piceance basin 
of Colorado, recent core holes have shown that nah-
colite (NaHCCfe) is locally abundant, and that daw-
sonite (NaAl[0Hl2CO3) a potential source of alumi
na, is disseminated in rich oil shale in significant 
amounts. 

The discovery of large quantities of saline minerals 
suggests that in future exploration the Green River 
Formation should be considered as a multiple mineral 
resource. Because of the fine-grained nature of the 
rocks, discovery of other potentially valuable dissemi
nated minerals like dawsonite will require advanced 
research tools such as X-ray diffraction and X-ray 
fluorescence for rapid quantitative analysis of numer
ous samples. With the use of such tools, the prospects 
seem bright for finding new mineral resources, for the 
major part of the Green River Formation is still vir
tually unexplored. 

WILLIAM CURRY, III, Marathon Oil Co., Casper, 
Wyoming 

HABITAT OF OIL IN ROCKIES 

(No abstract submitted) 

ARMAND J. EARDLEY, University of Utah, Salt 
Lake City, Utah 

WESTERN CORDILLERA—ALASKA TO MEXICO 
There are three longitudinal divisions of the western 

Cordillera: the Coast Range belt along the Pacific 
margin, the Nevadan belt next inland, and the Lara-
mide belt, farthest inland. A fourth tectonic division is 
superposed on parts of the Nevadan and Laramide 
belts: the Basin-Range system. Ancestral to these 
Mesozoic and Cenozoic mountain systems was a late 


