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ABSTRACTS 

J. W. ANTOINE AND B . R . JONES, Texas A & M 
Univ., College Station, Tex. 

GEOPHYSICAL STUDIES OF CONTINENTAL SLOPE, 
SCARP, AND BASIN, EASTERN GULF OF MEXICO 
New seismic reflection data south of the Florida 

Panhandle and west of the Florida Peninsula, on the 
continental slope, were recorded by per.-on.nel from the 
Department of Oceanography, Texas A & M Univer
sity, during January and May, 1967. These data cor
relate with earlier reflection and refraction remits 
and indicate: (1) the anticlinal featu-e present along 
the top of the northern section of the West Florida 
escarpment, which may represent an extension of the 
Washita-Fredericksburg reef trend, can be followed as 
far south along the scarp as 27°00'N latitude aid 
possibly farther; (2) the "scarp-face reflector'' 
which has been traced under the abyssal plain sedi
ments in the northeastern part of the basin can be fol
lowed toward the south to the latitude of Dry Tortu-

gas. In the southern section this reflecting horizon be
comes "hummocky" and these highs and lows appear 
to be associated with the inundations present at the 
top of the scarp; and (3) the reflecting horizons be
lieved to represent the Upper and Lower Cretaceous 
are identified on the slope as far south as 27°30'N. 
South of this latitude the character of the reflection 
records changes. This is interpreted to mean that the 
Tertiary section changes from predominantly clastic 
toward the northwest to mainly carbonate toward the 
southeast. 

MAHLON BALL, Inst. Marine Sciences, Miami, Fla. 

TECTONIC CONTROL OF CONFIGURATION OF BAHAMA 
BANKS 

The residual Bouguer gravity anomaly map of the 
Bahamas shows that density contrasts below the level 
of the floors of intraplatform straits and basins cor-


