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beds to silty sandstone and fine sandstone beds char-
acterized by slump and massflow structures. Slumping
was triggered by instability of sediments on the delta-
front slope and by recurrent tectonic movements along
the trend of the ancestral Alkali Butte anticline. Suc-
ceeding the slump-dominated sandstone in each unit
is well-sorted sandstone, deposited in a variety of lit-
toral marine, beach dune, and estuarine channel en-
vironments. Depositional strike of the delta-front sedi-
ments, determined from primary sedimentary struc-
tures, ranged from N8OW to N300OE, and the slope
declined east-southeast.

Sandstone units of the delta-front facies are satu-
rated with oil near Alkali Butte. Variations of porosity
and permeability of the units along depositional strike
in the subsurface, or an association of the units with
reversals of dip along faults in the south-central part
of the Wind River basin may form traps for petroleum,
and make the units worthwhile exploration objectives.
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GENESIS AND DISTRIBUTION OF DESMOINES
(PENNSYLVANIAN) SANDSTONE RESERVOIR
AT SLEEPY HOLLOW FIELD, RED WILLOW
COUNTY, NEBRASKA

Sleepy Hollow field, Red Willow County, Nebraska,
discovered in 1960, has produced more than 28 MMBO
from a “basal” Pennsylvanian sandstone. The trap for
this substantial oil accumulation is complex, related
to sandstone characteristics and distribution, low-
relief late Paleozoic tectonism, and very subtle post-
Paleozoic folding.

Examination of reservoir core samples from 23
field wells reveals the following sedimentologic char-
acteristics.

1. Despite some difficulty of grain-size measurement
resulting from erratic sorting, sand grains are consis-
tently coarser at the top and finer at the base of pro-
ducing sandstone intervals.

2. Sandstone in the producing interval is rarely ce-
mented, and often disaggregates completely when cored
or drilled. Core samples of the reservoir sandstone that
have been preserved are usually consolidated with an
oil residue, and crumble when handled. Uncommon
interlaminated, less permeable sandstone beds have
argillaceous (kaolinitic?) cement.

3. Mineralogy of the producing sandstone is quite
simple; essentially pure quartz with very scarce clasts
and cobbles of lime mudstone, weathered feldspar,
and chert.

4, Coarse quartz grains in the sandstone are nearly
spherical, and commonly frosted and pitted; fine quartz
grains are usually subangular.

5. When sedimentary structures can be observed
(in the scarce argillaceous beds), subplanar lamination
and low-angle cross-lamination can be observed. No
moderate or high-angle cross-lamination has been
found.

The aforementioned characteristics, when com-
bined with observations of the stratigraphic sequences
adjacent to the subject sandstone, suggest the follow-
ing sequence of sedimentary events governing the dis-
tribution of this reservoir rock. First, the Precambrian
surface that had been exposed since Early Pennsyl-
vanian time (and perhaps before) was incised by fluvial
channels which were choked with granite detritus
(quartz, and feldspar in various stages of weathering de-
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cay). During mid-Pennsylvanian marine transgression
of the crystalline surface, quartz fragments derived
from the (channel) granite wash were reworked by
westward longshore drift in the shallow sea, but rarely
transported more than a mile or two from the drain-
age system from which they were derived. Accumula-
tion of relatively pure quartz sand is presumed to have
been accomplished by final oxidation and destruction
of decayed feldspar and then removal through winnow-
ing by marine currents of the clay minerals thus
generated. Because of low inclination of the trans-
gressed Precambrian surface (less than 10 ft per mi),
subtle eustatic sea-level changes had a profound effect
on strand movement and position. Therefore, sand
accumulation occurred in an erratic pattern when com-
pared to modern shoreline sand deposits. After three
episodes of shoreline and shallow-marine sand deposi-
tion and accompanying clay-winnowing, the lobate
sand bodies coalesced to form present reservoir dis-
tribution. Sand deposition did not occur north and
south of Sleepy Hollow because of absence of a near-
shore high-energy clastic environment. Sand deposition
did not occur east of Sleepy Hollow because of the
relative position of the fluvial channel and the direc-
tion of longshore drift.

The Desmoines oil accumulation at Sleepy Hollow
field is controlled by sandstone reservoir distribution
as described above, and by two increments of gentle
tectonic uplift, modified by subtle differential com-
paction of overlying shales.
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EARLY PALEOZOIC TRILOBITES, SEDIMENTARY
FACIES, LITHOSPHERIC PLATES, AND OCEAN
CURRENTS

In examining the known occurrence of Cambrian
and particularly Ordovician trilobites it has been found
that:

1. Faunas of continents and platforms that have re-
mained in a single latitudinal zone, particularly in a
warm climate, show most strongly the effects of local
environment. Concentric geographic changes in faunal
composition and diversity result, as in North America.

2. Faunas of continents that passed rapidly through
inclement climatic zones bear the print of climatic
rather than local environmental variants. Faunas may
be arranged in broad latitudinal bands and apparent
standing diversities may change stratigraphically within
each continental shelf area, as in western Gondwana
(Andean area).

3. Inferred patterns of warm oceanic currents rela-
tive to changing continental obstructions are com-
patible with distribution of pelagic trilobites.

4. Tethyan trilobite distribution during the Or-
dovician shows reversals in migration related to (a)
movement of Moroccan and Algerian Gondwana into
warmer climate, (b) removal of Antarctic and Austra-
lian Gondwana from its obstructing position across
the equatorial current, (¢) westward movement of
Baltoscandia, and (d) eastward movement of North
America.

Most oil reserves are in areas that have been in
warm climates (horse latitudes) at some time in their
geologic history. Lands that have spent the longest
geologic time in such zones may have the greatest
potential for petroleum production, provided that
there is adequate stratigraphic cover and satisfactory
geologic structure to retain the oil.



