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ABSTRACT 

T h r e e f o r m s of e n e r g y a r e m o s t notable among the b a s e s of human p r o g r e s s — food 
ene rgy , foss i l fuel ene rgy , and the e n e r g y of the human s p i r i t . The second of t he se is the 
cont r ibut ion of the geologis t . As long as he cont inues i n c r e a s i n g l y imagina t ive and in­
c r e a s i n g l y a g g r e s s i v e , and unti l the e a r t h ' s suppl ies of foss i l fuels a r e exhaus ted , he a s ­
s u r e s ample e n e r g y f rom this s o u r c e . So long as t h e r e is e n e r g y of the s p i r i t , ample 
supp lements to the suppl ies of foss i l fuels m a y b e expec ted . 

But the A m e r i c a n geologis t i s in except ional pos i t ion to s e r v e c iv i l iza t ion not only as an 
e x p l o r e r but a l so as a b e a r e r of unde r s t and ing . The sho r t comings and incons i s t enc ie s 
mani fes t in the unscient i f ic conduct of soc ia l and pol i t ica l affa i rs indicate the need of a 
"Science of Wisdom" ut i l iz ing p r e c i s e s c a l e s of value of the s c i en t i s t . Because of his 
unique ana ly t ica l capac i ty and habi t s and long range viewpoint , the geologis t owes his 
coun t ry and the wor ld a r e a l r e spons ib i l i t y in th i s r e g a r d . His c lose con tac t s with the 
hopes , f e a r s , p r e jud i ce s and habi ts of many peoples in m a n y a r e a s enable h i m to c r e a t e 
favorable a t t i tudes to supplement , th rough his contac ts with people and c u s t o m s , t h e "St r iped 
P a n t s " d ip lomacy be tween g o v e r n m e n t s . 
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ABSTRACT 

A n u m b e r of the pa s t y e a r ' s wi ldcats s t imula ted e x p l o r a t o r y thinking and p r o m o t e d 
fu r ther ac t iv i ty in some of the s p a r s e l y t e s t e d but potent ia l ly g r e a t oil and gas p rov inces 
of Nor th A m e r i c a . Such wi ldca t deve lopments inc lude : (1) the comple t ion of the f i r s t oil 
well in the Grea t Bas in of Nevada; (2) the d i s c o v e r y of oil in J u r a s s i c r o c k s of the E a s t 
Texas embaymen t and the M i s s i s s i p p i Salt Bas in ; and (3) addi t ional d i s c o v e r i e s in such 
p r o m i s i n g p rov inces as the cont inental shelf of the Gulf of Mexico , the p r e - P e r m i a n r o c k s 
of the South P e r m i a n bas in and the n o r t h w e s t e r n por t ions of the Anadarko bas in , the Wil-
l i s ton ba s in , and the deeper por t ions of the Albe r t a geosync l ine . F u r t h e r m o r e , the p a s t 
year has seen a m a r k e d movemen t of wildcat ac t iv i ty into such l i t t l e -known a r e a s as the 
Raton bas in , the M c A l e s t e r - A r k a n s a s Valley bas in , and the Gulf Coast e a s t of Lou i s i ana . 
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