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Structural styles in Western Sabah Offshore: A.J. Bol, Sabah Shell Bhd. 

Sabah Shel.l.'s expl.oration activities have reveal.ed that two 
structural provinces~ differentiated by the age of the main phase of 
deformation~ can be recognized in the Neogene basin west of the Sabah 

rrain Land. 

In south and central. Sabah~ between Labuan and Mangal.um~ the main 
tectonic phase oCC!U1'red during Upper Miocene times. It l.ed to the 
formation of steep~ upthrusted~ rather narrow antidinal trends 
separated by broad~ deep~ gentl.y folded syncLines. The anticLines~ which 
have been referred to as ridges~ are thougft to be rel.ated to basement­
induced faulting. 

The Upper Mioaene fo l.d-be Lt is separated by important faul. t zones 
from a province in which simil.ar structural.-movements took pl.ace during 
the Pl.iocene. This tectonic phase primaril.y affected the area between 
Mangal.um and Kudat where upthrusted anticLinal. trendS were formed~ 
separated further basinwardS by large normal. fauLts from gentl.e anti­
cLinal. upLifts with cre.stal. faults. The intensity of deformation is 
greatest in the Mantanani area where the E-W oriented Sul.u trend bendS 
into the SW-NE Borneo trend. It deareases towards the southwest 
(Mangal.um) and is onl.y milal.y expressed in the area west of the Upper 
Miocene Fol.d beLt [Samarang). 
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