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The application of photoelastic coating technique in rock 
mechanics research. 

Ibrahim Komoo, Dept. of Geology, National University of Malaysia, 
Kual a Lumpur. 

In the past three decades or so~ the classical, photoeZastic 
technique was used intensiveZy in rock mechanics research. However~ 
the technique was Zimited to model, anaZysis. The question here is 
whether the model, represented the actual rock or not? 

In recent years~ the photoelastic coating technique was 
deveZoped in the fieZd of experimental, stress anaZysis. The appUcation 
to rock rnechanics~ so far~ is stiU very Umited. In this paper~ 
the author 'bJishes to discuss sorne potential, and advantages of this 
technique in rock mechanics research. 
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