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SEDIMENTARY HISTORY AND PALAEOFACIES DEVELOPMENT OF UPPER 
OLIGOCENE TO PLEISTOCENE DEPOSITS IN THE BALINGIAN~ SOUTH­
WEST AND CENTRAL LUCONlA~ PROVINCES OF SARAWAK 
II. J. BIOLSIIA, Sarawalt Shell Berhad 

A IIIOre coherea.t picture of the Upper OliIOCeDe-Pleistoc_e 
pal.-ofacies deyelopment in the BaUnpaD, Southwest aDd CeDtral Luconia 
provinces haa beeD obtained by the iDtergration o,t existin. palaeo­
enYiro_eDtal ad biostratigraphic data. 

The results of this stratigraphic data compilation are presented 
iD 11 stratigraphically arraDged palaeofacies aaps depiotin. the areal 
extent of the depositional enYiroaments. 

The palaeofacies development in the Upper OlilOOeDe-Lower Miocene 
in the BaliD.iaD t Southwest aDd Central Luconia proyinces ... yery much 
OODtrolled by the cODinuous opening-up of the South China Sea since 
earl), Tertiary ti ••• 

A period of block faultinl aad differential subsideDoe at the Lower 
to Middle lIiooeDe trasition in the CeDtral aDd SW Lucoaia proYinces 
resul ted iD the fOl'llation of a large nUliber of structural "Bips" aDd 
"Lo"." • SubsequeDtl), t carbonate deposition started on these "Bips" 
duriD. the earl), Middle Miocene in the form of isolated reefal buildups. 

Carbonate depOsition cue to a halt durinl aad at the end of the 
Late lIioceDe iD the .reater part of the Central aDd SW "'-conia proYinces. 

A major tilt of the Sarawalt Shelf towards the IfE durinl the Late 
Miocene aDd .ell expressed at the Mio-Pliocene boUDdary had a direct 
iDfluence on the sedimentary history of the area. The s.di.ntary pro­
cesses resultinl ,from this northeasterD tilt ma)' have been iDtensified 
b)' a sharp drop·lD Ilabel sea-level duriDl this ti_ interval t followed 
b)' a _jor rise iD sea -level durin. the Earl), Pliocene. 
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