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Observations on the geology of the porphyry copper sub-province of 
Southwest Negros, Philippines: C.K. Burton, Billiton Philippines 
Inc., P.O. Box 441, Manila, Philippines 

The sout'h:1Nest Ne{fl'Os pOX'phyry copper sub-province is distinguished 
from other mineralised are~s in the Philippines by a number of geological 
phenomena. Salient amongst these are: 

1) An apparent tk./Ar) Eocene-Oligocene age of the mineralized 
intrusive rocks 

2) Significant amounts of molybdenum whilst gold seems to be liTrrited 
in the copper ores~ although occurring elsewhere in the area 

3) The Sipalay orebodY is the second largest in the country and 
probab7,y contains over one billion tons of ore. The next biggest 
deposit in Negros is around one quarter of this size whilst all 
other known occurrences are considerably smaller 

4) Long and narrow outcrops of intrusive rocks and elongate fau7,ts 
give SW Negros a marked NW structural strike which has strongly 
infiuenced the disposition of the mineraUzation. The 7,arger~ 
northe:m.~ part of the is7,and has a NNE trend. The junction "between 
the two portions is recti7,inear and may constitute ei-t;her a major 
transcurrent fau7, t or a tectonic suture 

5) Offshore SW Negros is bordered by a sedimentaX'll (forearc?) basin 
beyond which is a short arcuate trench. These may be zoesurgent 
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and/or aborted featu:I'es unaonneated with the generation of the 
aopper popphyries and of unaertain relationship to Quaternary 
volaania aativity 

No satisfaatory aaaount of the teatonia evolution of southwest 
Negros has yet been evolved. 

***** 




