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Weathering and rock strength 

JOHN KUNARAJ, Jabatan Geologi, Universiti Malaya, Kuala Lumpur 

Weathering of gZ'ClYLite (consideped on the scale of the hand speci
men) follows sevepal stages~ each of which is chapactepi2ed by the extent 
of staining of pock matePial and the extent of alteNtion of feldspap 
gpains. These stages ofweathePing can also be chapactePi2ed by simple 
physical cPitePia including dry bulk density and total porosity. The 
uniaxial comppessive stpength of gZ'ClYLitic rock matePial furthePmOpe shows 
a distinct decpease with incpeasing weathePing effects (as pefZected by 
incpeasing stages of weathePing) . 
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