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The Tembungo Field, 1979-1982 

M.R. DIXON & S. CHAKRAVATHY, Esso Production Malaysia Inc. 

The Terribungo field" loaated 75.6 km (47 miles) northwest of Kota 
Kinabalu" Sabah" in 84 m (277 feet) ofwater~ Was disaovered in 1971 by 
Esso Exploration Inc. The major reservoirs are upper ~ocene turbidite 
sandstones. Four dBlineation weZZs dBfined the field and 18 aonduator 
produation platform was instaZZed in 1974. Thirteen dsveZopment wells~ 
using 12 aonduators~ were d:l'illed from 1974 to 1977. The results of 
these wells ahanged a simplistia struatural piature to a complexly faulted 
struature that has multiple hydroaarbon systems. In 1977 produation 
began to dsaUne and reached a low point by late 1981. 

Esaalating oil priaes in 1979 initiated anotJher look at the Tem­
bungo fie ld. An additional seismia survey- was shot ~ but there was no 
significant improvement in data quaUty aompared to previous surveys. 
One exploration well was d:l'illed on the basis of the new seismia data 
but it was unsuaaessful in proving suffiaieftt reserves from an additional 
platform. A dsvelopment programme from the e~sting pla1;form utiUsing 
the si:r: remaining aonduators was suaaessful in inareasing produation 
signi fiaant ly. 
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