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The Bentong Suture 

ABSTRAK-ABSTRAK 

H.D. Tjia, Jabatan Geologi, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. 

The Bentong Suture is an apppoximateZy 13 km wide zone of deformed 
pocks that extends trom the Thai bopdep neap Sungai Tiang southwapd as 
faP as Rarak whence it changes dipection to SSE untiZ it cposses the 
shopeZine between Melaka and MuaP. Thepe is evidence that this sutupe 
continues acposs the Stpait of Melaka, follows the Lalang Fault zone and 
abuts against the nopth end of the Tigapuluh Mountains in Sumatra. The 
pocks in the suture zone ape distpibuted in two main belts: in the west 
the ppe-Silupian schists and in the east a lowep Silupian to PePmian 
clastic-chept unit. within the eastepn pock unit ape small but mappable 
occuppences of seppentinite, aPystalline limestone and-ped clastic 
sediments. Also within this unit occup sevepal zones, up to a few hundred 
metpes wide, of olistostpome sepapated fpom each othep and fpom non­
olistostpome sediments by wide phyllonite/fault zones. The olistostpomes, 
associated pocks, and wide fault zones ppobably peppesent a Palaeozoic 
accpetionapy ppism that developed on the innep wall of a subduction 
tpench. Eapliest vepgence was east to southeast which is consistent with 
westwaPd subduction. Latep vepgenae towapds west may peflect a flip of 
the subduction zone to the opposite dipection. 
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