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Thrust tectonics along the north-western continental margin of Sabah
PETRONAS

Widely accepted plate tectonic models suggest that an
inactive subduction zone lies along the north-west continental
margin of Sabah. In contrast, interpretation of reflection seismic
data acquired by BGR shows an autochthonous continental
terrane comprising an Oligocene to Early Miocene carbonate
platform being progressively overthrust by an allochthonous rock

complex. Progressive compression resulted in the development
of four structural zones: Imbricated thrust sheets (Zone III); two
thrust sheet systems oneon top of the other (ZoneIV); a complex
zone with multiphase deformation (Zone V); and piercement
ridges (Zone VI).
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