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The Internet: a valuable tool for geoscience education and promotion 
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The Internet can be a valuable tool for geoscience education and promotion. There is already an immense 
amount of geologic information available on the Internet today. With a little time and effort we can access this 
information for our (or our students') use. We can even add to that information by imparting our own 

Warta Geologi, Vol. 25, No.3, May-Jun 1999 

Warta Geologi (Newsletter of the Geological Society of Malaysia), Vol. 25, No. 3, May-June 1999 
Copyright © 2017 by Geological Society of Malaysia (GSM)



173 
knowledge or expertise on our own websites. 

Geologic information on the Internet comes from a variety of sources. The most reliable sources are from 
universities and scientific organizations. Many university lecturers now provide course outlines along with 
other materials online. A good place to begin a search for these is at the World lecture Hall (http:// 
www.utexas.edulworld/lecture/index.html).This site has a limited number of courses in its data base because 
in order to be listed a request must be made by the course instructor. A more complete listing of courses can 
be found at For First Time Readers (http://www.uh.edu/-jbutler/anon/use.html) which is a site maintained by 
John C. Butler at the University of Houston. Butler has collected a list of more than 600 course resources that 
appear online (Butler, 1998). In order to be considered a course resource, the materials posted must take 
advantage of the interactive nature of the Internet. 

Besides universities, many scientific organizations also maintain websites with geoscience information. 
The Society's website (http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/Lab/4838) has information about the Society 
as well as a good introduction to the rocks of Malaysia based on the Society's Common Rocks of Malaysia 
poster. Another useful service that can be provided at this type of website is answering questions submitted 
by the public. Several websites presently offer this type of service. These include the United States Geological 
Survey's "ask-a-geologist" site (http://walrus.wr.usgs.gov/docs/ask-a-ge.html) and Scientific American's website 
"ask-the-expert" (there are a variety of "experts," the geology one is http://www.sciam.com/askexpertl 
geology). Finally there is the Geological Society of America's Partners in Education Program which includes 
an email partners program to answer geoscience questions (http://www.geosociety.org). 

Using the Internet to disseminate geoscience information can be a powerful tool. With a little ingenuity 
(along with a bit of time) all of us can successfully use the Internet to improve geoscience education and 
awareness. This can be done by developing original educational resources to post on the Internet (some simple 
examples will be presented), by volunteering to be an "expert" to answer questions online, or by helping others 
to access information presently available online. This is particularly important in Malaysia now with the 
introduction of the Smart School concept. 
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