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II 

The talk on "Intelligent Design Theory in Discussions on Origins" by Emeritus Professor Dr. R.c. 
Newman was held at the Geology Lectme Hall at the University of Malaya on 22 September 2006. 
Dr. Newman began by defming intelligent design as a telm used to describe a movement in the evolution 
controversy which maintains that design in natme implies a mind that produced this result rather than 
being a mere appearance of design produced by selection effects in a mindless universe. Evolution came 
to be seen as a replacement for a Designer in biology after Darwin (1859) as mutation and natmal 
selection are seen to be the cause of all apparent ' design' . 

Design in inanimate nature had been discussed a number oftinles before Darwin and also after 
Darwin. 'Fine-tuning'in the laws of physics and the Earth's environment were discussed in several books. 
Meanwhile, in the US, a pair of cowt decisions (1982,1985) had struck down state laws which required 
teaching of creation alongside evolution. The US Supreme Cowt upheld these decisions in 1987 but a 
number of observers felt that these decisions were flawed because they used a very nan'ow defmition for 
creation (creation is religious but evolution is not) and also for science (only naturalistic explanations are 
allowed). The really crucial problem is this second one as it rules out all versions of creation without 
considering the evidence. This led rather quickly to the Intelligent Design Movement usually marked as 
beginning with the publication of Darwin on Trial (1991) by Phillip Jolmson, Professor of Law at the 
University of California at Berkeley, who was aroused by the problematic natme oflegal argumentation. 
This was followed by the publication of Darwin 's Black Box (1996) by Michael J. Behe who raised the 
problem of ilTeducible complexity in biological systems such as the rotary flagellum of E. coli, blood 
clotting, intra-cell transport, the immune system and vision that do not look like they could be produced 
by mutation and natural selection based on interdependent parts that need to work simultaneously or not 
at all in all those examples. A striking example ofilTeducible complexity that spans the universe ii-om large 
to small is desclibed in the book, Nature So Destiny, by microbiologist Michael Denton. Physician Frederic 
Nelson challenged the stubbom physical limits to life and its diversity arising by purely natural processes 
by his calculations in his book Evolution Dissected. Walter L. Starkey, retired professor of mechanical 
engineeling at Ohio State University and a frequent expelt witness in lawsuits related to causes ofmecharucal 
failure, analyzes the origin of animals from a mechanical engineering perspective and concluded that 
complex mechanical and chemical systems are present in animals from the beginning of the Cambrian 
Explosion. 
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Dr. Newman introduced a few more books on the subject to us including Show Me Godby 
science writer Fred Heeren and Computer Viruses, Artificial Life and Evolution by computer scientist 

Mark Ludwig who sponsored the First International VIrus Writing Contest to design the smallest 
virus having a minimal functionality. The winning entry was 101 bytes in length. His conclusion was if 
every elementary particle in the universe were a PC generating a 10 I-byte file every 10-26 second from 
the Big Bang until now, the chance they would have produced this one is less than one chance in 10109. 
The last book he introduced to us was Mere Creation, a collection of papers presented at Biola University 
in 1996, edited by philosopher-mathematician William Dembski. Authors are scholars and scientists who 
reject naturalism as an adequate framework for doing science and identify with an intelligent design 
paradigm. 

Dr. Newman concluded his talk by challenging us to consider that Intelligent Design is something 
worth thinking about. 

Biography 
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