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SUMMARY 

The Merrimelia 1 well was drilled as an exploratory well for Permian gas, 
following the discovery of a commercial gas field in the nearby Gidgealpa 
structure. It was designed as a stratigraphic test well on the flank of a 
large northeast-trending anticlinal structure which seismic data indicated to 
be bald of Permian sediments at the crest. 

The well penetrated "Gidgealpa Group" sediments and recorded two small unecon•
omic gas flows from sands within what is now known as the Patchawarra Formation. 
Four subsequent wells were drilled for Permian gas, and of these, only Merri•
melia 5 was completed as a potential gas producer. Merrimelia 2 recorded the 
first positive indications of hydrocarbons from the Triassic in the Cooper 
Basin. 

Later discoveries of oil and gas in several fields in sediments of the Eromanga 
Basin sequence led to the upgrading of the prospectivity of Jurassic and Early 
Cretaceous sandstones. Merrimelia 6 was drilled at the crest of the Merrimelia 
structure as a structural test for hydrocarbons in the Eromanga sequence, and 
recorded commercial flows of oil from the Namur and Hutton sandstones and gas 
from the Nappamerri Formation. Merrime~ia 7, located downdip from Merrimelia 
6, recorded commercial flows of both oil and gas from the Nappamerri Formation. 
The Merrimelia field thus became the first within the Cooper and Eromanga Basins 
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to be hydrocarbon productive from Jurassic, Triassic and Permian reservoirs. 

Merrimelia 8 which produced substantial flows of oil and gas from three sep•
arate Mesozoic reservoirs provides further evidence of the great potent ial 
of the Merrimelia field. Like other oil fields of the Eromanga Basin, Merr i •
melia is a structural accumulation with some apparent stratigraphic control 
on trapping. 




