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Sights And Sounds Of International Oil Business 
By Colleen Cregg - Victoria Branch M arch 7 7, 7 999 Luncheon Meeting 

You are sent to a "developing" African 
count ry to set up a regional 
petroleum geology project, with 

meetings scheduled at var ious locations 
throughout the country. While driv ing 
through the j ungle, a group of armed men 
in d irty uniforms stops the car and orders 
you out. They surround you w ith their rifles 
pointed in your direction. T hey are a ngry. 
They are obv iously poor. They are 
demanding money. W hat d o y ou do, and 
w hat does this have to do w ith o il stud ies? 

You go to a new ly opened region i n Russia 
to negotiate a j o int study. There are doubts, 
misunderstandings, broken p romises and 
histrionics. At the end o f an exhausting but 
successful work week you are invited by 
the Russian team t o the home of the leader. 
There you are indulged w ith vodka; freshly 
caught sa lmon and homemade caviar; more 
vodka; garden-grown v eggies; and stil l 

·. more vodka. Hours o f eating, toasting, 
. drinking, singing, laughing and c ry ing: 
opening up pathways of communication 
and sowing t he s eeds fo r future worki ng 
re lat ion shi ps between Westerners and 
Ru ss ians. Trul y amaz ing, and never 
dreamed possib le just a decade earl ier. 
And certa in ly not d iscussed in geology 
classes in univers ities where French and 
German w ere taught, not Russian. 

From one extreme to the other; Colleen Cregg pictured left, in the tropics (Nigeria) and pictured 
right, the arctic (frozen Sea o f Okhotsk, Sakhalin, Russia) exemplifying the range o f places the 
international oil industry spans. 

The various countries to wh ich you are sent 
on business requ ire know ledge of, 
preparation f or, and d ecisions to be made 
regard ing v isas, transportat ion systems, 
accommodat ion, forms of payment, 
currenc ies, languages, customs, business 
ethics, hea lth risks, polit ica l situatio ns, etc. 
When we go to un ivers ity and study to 
become geoscient ists, we learn a lot about 
rocks, fossi ls, map-making, and how to look 
for o i l and ore. But chances are we have 
not studied fi nance, business management 
or contract negotiat ion; we are not f luent in 

other languages; we have not learned about 
cultures of the world or studied geography; 
or possibly have not ever traveled on our 
ow n. Once we embark upon our 
geosc ience careers, there is a lot of 
potential for exp lor ing the world, opening 
our horizons, making new friends, and 
hav ing a multitude of experiences. This 
presentation offers a glimpse into the l ife of 
an international geologist, and shares the 
sights and sounds of some of the many 
p laces she has had t he p leasure of visit ing 
w hi le on o i l business. 
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