
W ith road transport s uch as cars, 
trucks and buses pumping out 72 
MMt of greenhouse gases a year in 

Australia alone, businesses and individuals 
are being e ncouraged to offset the damage 
their vehic les cause under a new 
environmental conservation program. 

The Carbon Neutral Program is a imed at 
offsetting the amount of CO, released into the 
atmosphere by having vehic le owners 
subsid ise the p lanting of the necessary 
number of trees needed t o soak up the 
equiva lent amount of CO, emiss ions. 

The program is being run by WA-based 
env ironmental group, Men of the Trees 
(MOTT), which i s a vol untary, non profit 
organ isation that has planted more than 
6 million trees throughoutWA alone since the 
state branch was established in 1978. 

Men of the Trees President, Barrie O ldfield, 
sa id the Carbon Neutral Program was 
spec if ica lly targeting f leet owners who want 
to set a good example. 

As part of the program, MOTT ca lculates how 
many trees are requ ired based on a formula 
that considers fuel type, engine s ize and 
kilometres travelled each year, a long w ith 
f igures from the A ustra lian Greenhouse 
Office's Fuel Consumption Guide. The office 
has ca lculated that an average litre of petrol 
releases 2.3 kg of CO, through the exhaust. 

A ca rbon neutral calculator supplied on the 
MOTT website (www.menofthetrees.com.au) 
provides the opportunity to see how specific 
vehicles impact on the environment. The 

Pitch In To Cut C02 
ca lculator r eveals that a petrol 
fuelled Ford Falcon that travels 
400 km/week requi res 21 trees to 
offset its annual CO, production. 

MOTT is encouraging both private 
cars and company vehicles to be 
registered under the campaign, as 
an a economical and effi c ient 
means of managing greenhouse 
emiss ions. The trees, which are 
predominant ly planted i n regional 
areas, not only help contro l the 
amount of CO, in the air, but also 
help f ight sa l inity and land 
degradation prob lems common in 
WA. 

Jasmine Geddes, Carbon Neutra l Manager•
Operations, said the campaign h ad attracted 
a great response from WA b usinesses and the 
general publ ic al ike. "We have been 
approached by a variety of companies for 
details on registering their business f leet and 
are also work ing w ith the state government 
on h ow to construct a carbon neutra l office 
build ing or home", Geddes said. 

The Mcinerney Ford dea lersh ip is also 
working w ith MOTT to g et the motor trade 
involved in the campa ign and wi ll soon be 
offering carbon neutral memberships with 
cars sold through their caryard. 

Managing Director, Den is Mcinerney, first 
heard about the programme through h is 
involvement w ith MOTT and helped launch 
the campa ign with the belief that it is good 
business. 

ENVIRONMENT I 

Men Of The Trees Western Australia 
The lnttmatloi'I~I SOtilfltforllePI.mtngandProletlon ofTrtln 

N~Prtltrl ·~rt·f'ooocse.11922 

OUI Pitm.y~ 

ProoMe...,.nto,.,.,....s'*-*"'ffM¥c•IIK-'*Ktti 
""""""'...,.e~MHIII~It .. ,......aM,.tfcillt 
Priiiii4MaMMc•lotlllc..-..lylf¥~1JH...-.,......., 
SMeWotnwlioflwlh"w!Maa..,Mdloti.,MC""YasiiOMIIIt 

E.-.ett.S«'-'Y..,....hMf'*•l'llbirlt..,tly 

~ ClitktMrtfor CarbcnNtutr.ll ··~ . 

"In WA our b iggest p roblem is how to manage 
ou r natural resources and land properly. O ur 
aim is to get as 'green' as possible whi le st i ll 
remaining economically viable", Mcinerney 
said, adding that most people in business tend 
to d iscount the efforts of the green movement. 

Geddes said MOTT hoped to use the 
campaign to bu ild a strong relationship w ith 
the petroleum industry, especial ly the makers 
of o i l and gas products. "People have a very 
negative opinion of the energy industry. The 
industry itsel f and the people with in it are 
now rea l ising it needs to be sustainable. 
Carbon Neutra l allows these individuals and 
corporations to make their commitment to 
sustainabi lity a more public issue. W hat 
better way to do this than to partner w ith an 
organisation l ike Men of the Trees, wh ich h as 
been committed to planting trees, working 
against sa l inity and promoting sustainable 
liv ing in WA for more than 20 years." 

j une/j uly 2002 PE!iA New¥ ~~ PESA News No. 58 (2002) 
Copyright © 2017 by Petroleum Exploration Society of Australia (PESA)




