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Shell Opens World First Hydrogen Station 

T
he first Shell branded hydrogen station 
to be bu ilt at a Shel l retail site anywhere 
in the world opened for business in 

Reykjavik, Iceland recentl y. 

The station w ill be used to refuel three 
Daim lerChrysler Citaro fuel ce ll buses that 
wi ll be run on Reykjav ik's streets on a 
commerci al basis. The Reykjavik hydrogen 
stat ion, opened on April 24th, incorporates 
the machinery required to produce hydrogen 
on site, supp lied by Norsk Hydro. 

She ll Hydrogen Chief Executive, Jeremy 
Bentham, sa id he hoped reta iling hydrogen 
wou ld "one day" become a commerc iall y 
viable proposition internationally. "Thi s 
design w ill be seen as the early prototype for 
the Shell Hydrogen stations that could serve 
futu re customers", Bentham sa id. 

The hydrogen at the Reykjavik station wi ll be 
prod uced on site from water through 
e lectro lys is. "The operation of the hydrogen 
stat ion w ill contribute to the ECTOS 
(Eco logical City Transport System) project, a 
European Un ion supported p roject to 
research the soc io-economic and 
environmental implications of changi ng the 
energy base of modern society", he said. 
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Meanwh il e, Shel l Hydrogen is prov iding 
fund ing and technica l experti se to build a 
hydrogen refuelling station at Luxembourg's 
main bus station as part of a European Union 
ini tiative to show how fuel ce ll buses can 
provide clean urban transport across the 
continent. The refue lling station is planned to 
be operationa l in the third quarter of 2003 . 

Later this yea r Shell Hydrogen wil l test the 
next generation prototype hydrogen dispenser 

at an exist ing Shel l retail site in Washington 
DC. Showa Shell wil l open a hydrogen station 
in Tokyo, to be used by fleets of fuel ce ll 
vehicles run by va riou s automotive 
compan ies. Shell Hydrogen, a global business 
of the Roya l Dutch/Shel l group of companies, 
is also involved in hydrogen demonstration 
projects in Cal iforn ia and the Netherlands, 
p lus a p roject developing fuel cel ls for 
stationary app li cations in Norway. 
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