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Pohokura Comes 
In While Maui 
May Eke Out A 

Longer Life 

T
he Maui field, which has been the 
backbone of New Zealand's oil and 
gas supply since 1979, may have an 

extended life beyond 2009. 

OMV New Zealand Ltd Managing Director, 
Steve Hounsell, in his project update on the 
Maari field development at the 2006 NZ 
Petroleum Conference, said studies were 
underway by the Maui joint venture (OMV 
10%, Shell 83.7%, and Todd Energy 6.3%). The 
joint venture is drilling an extended reach well 
(Maui AD) from the Maui A platform. 
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This is the f i rst wel l to be drilled from the 
Mau i A insta ll ation since it ach ieved first 
production in 1979. He said there was a 
degree of confidence that any new gas leads 
could see the joint venture "operating for some 
time". Hounsell said the Maari f ield, in w hich 
OMV operates and holds a 69% equity sha re, 
is projected to produce its first oil in March 
or Apri l 2008. 

Steve Hounsell of OMV New Zealand. 
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He sa id it w ill be the linchpin for OMV to 
achieve an equ ity-based production from 
Taranaki operat ions in 2008 of almost 30,000 
bopd, exceeding that f igure in 2009. But he 
said the equity production was then projected 
to sli p unless new discoveries were made 
in existing fie lds, new joint ventures or 
acquisitions. 

Austrian based OMV also has a 26% equity 
in the Pohokura onshore-offshore project that 
is to begin production this year. The Pohokura 
joint venture is made up of OMV 26%, Shel l 
Exploration NZ 30%, She ll Petroleum Min ing 
18% and Todd Pohokura Ltd 26%. 

Initially, Pohokura wi l l produce from three 
onshore and six offshore wel ls, with the 
offshore platform now being prepared for 
placement on the seabed. The topside was 
buil t in New Plymouth by Fitzroy Engineering 
Group and will be an unmanned p latform 
without a helipad or crane. Th e jacket was built 
in Western Austral ia. Pohoku ra's development 
cou ld cost $NZ900 mill ion and is based on 
reserves of 700 Bcf of gas and 42 .8 MMbbl of 
condensate. The initial production target is 50 
Bcf of gas and 3 MMbb l of condensate. • 




