
ALTERNATE ENERGYI 

78 Buses In WA 
Biodiesel Trial 

0 ver the next 12 months 78 buses, or 
about 7% ofTransperth's fleet, wil l 
run on bio-diesel in a major trial 

of the fuel as an alternative to petroleum 
d iesel. 

Western Austra lian Premier, A lan Carpenter, 
sa id the fleet wil l initial ly operate on BS fuel, 
w hich is 9S% conve nt ional diesel and S% 
bio-fue l. "The aim of the trial is to exam ine 
any mechanical risks, bus rel iabi li ty and the 
cost implications of using bio-fue l", Carpenter 
said . 

The BS trial started in late May and it is 
expected the b lend wi ll be increased to Bl 0 
or B20 with in six months. Gu l l Petro leum 
w il l supp ly the BS blended fuel through Swan 
Transit depots at Kalamunda and Canning 
Va le. 

Meanwhi le, another 6S new compressed 
natura l gas (CNG) buses wi ll be added to the 
Transperth bus fleet over the next 12 months 
at a cost of $31 .2 mi ll ion. "This trial w i l l see 
Transperth's current fl eet comprise 20% CNG, 
73% d iesel and 7% bio-diesel. Combin ing the 
CNG and bio-diese l init iatives ensures that 
WA is seen as a leader in the f ield of tra nsport 
energy divers ity and self-suffic iency", Ca rpenter 
said . • 
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