
NEW ZEALAND I 

Work Starts On New Energy Plan 

T
he terms of reference fo r the 
development of a New Zea land Energy 
Strategy (NZES) have been released by 

Energy Minister, David Parker. 

Parker said the strategy would identify priorities 
to achieve the government's energy objectives 
of reliab i lity and res il ience; 

and the uncerta inties we face, while prov iding 
enough direction to provide a reasonab le level 
of certa inty that the strateg ic objectives we 
decide to pursue wi ll be achieved ." 

The terms of reference set out the overal I 
purpose of the strategy, the proposed app roach 

as w idespread public consultation on the draft 
strategy, which is expected to be publ ished 
during September. 

"The government has implemented a w ide 
range of energy policy initiatives to support 
energy markets, manage secur ity of supply, 

and promote ene rgy 
environmental responsib ility; 
and fair and efficient prices 
for energy for current and 
future generations. 

"The energy options and 

''It's important that we act now to provide the 
confidence and right signals for investment in 

New Zealand's sustainable energy future.'' 

efficiency and renewab le 
sources of energy," Parker 
said. "Across the world, 
countr ies are grappl ing 
w ith the challenges posed 
by dramatic price increases, 

environmental constraints we face in the years 
ahead make for complex dec ision-making", 
Parke r said. "It's important that we act now 
to provide the confidence and right signals 
for investment in New Zea land's sustainable 
energy futu re. The security of ou r energy system 
is a priority for the government." 

"The key cha ll enge is to strike a ba lance 
between flex ib i lity around the options we have 

to develop ing the strategy and the process for 
engaging with stakeholders. "I'm very keen to 
make sure al l interested stakeholders get an 
opportunity to contr ibute to the development 
of the NZES. That is why I am releasing these 
terms of reference." 

He said details of the engagement p rocess 
wi ll be announced short ly. These will include 
workshops on specific areas of interest, as well 

constraints on fuels suppl ies, and the impacts 
of climate change." 

"Consequently, energy is one of the most 
important issues we face today," he said. 
Parker said the National Energy Efficiency 
and Conservation Strategy was being rev ised at 
the same time and would focus on how energy 
demand is managed. • 
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