
I AUSTRALIAN NEWS 

$500,000 Boost For Asia-Pacific Gas Growth Plan 

The federal government has al located 
$500,000 for an Asia-Pacific gas market 
growth project as part of a recent $60 

mi ll ion funding commitment under the Asia•
Pacifi c Partnership on Clean Development 
and Climate (AP6) . 

Another 41 projects have received in-principle 
funding to reduce greenhouse gas emiss ions 
and assist the development of renewable 
energies as part of Austra l ia's contribution 
to the AP6. 

Prime Minister, j o hn Howard, sa id AP6 
involves Austra lia, Ch ina, India, j apan, South 
Korea and the United States, representing 
about half of the world's emissions, energy 
use, GDP and popu lation . " It is an important 
initiative that engages, for the first time, the 
key g reenhouse-gas emitting countries in the 
Asia-Pacific region,' he said. 

"The Partnership is committed to addressing 
the challenges of c limate change, energy 
security and air pollution in a w ay that 
encourages economic development and 
reduces poverty." 

The goal of the gas market growth project is to increase the utilisation of natural gas within the 
Asia-Pacific region to enhance energy security, reduce air pollution, lower greenhouse gas emissions 
and boost economic growth. Picture courtesy Woodside 

APPEA Chief Executive Officer, Bel inda 
Robinson, welcomed the announcement 
that the gas market growth project has been 
endorsed as a major init iative under the AP6 
umbrella. "This announcement highlights AP6 

'' 

clean coal and renewable energy, can play a 
central ro le in the transition to a low emissions 
future for AP6 countries, provided that the 
demand for natural gas is not limited by 
constra ints w ithin gas markets and del ivery 
systems." 

The AP6 Partnership is committed to addressing 
the challenges of climate change. energy security 

and air pollution in a way that encourages economic 
development and reduces poverty.,' 

as an innovative and practica l approach to 
involve the world's biggest greenhouse gas 
emitters in tackling c limate change- something 
that no other internat iona l initiative has been 
ab le to do", Robinson said. 

She said APPEA is confident the gas market 
growth project w i l l make a significant 
contribution th rough encouraging greater use 
of less greenhouse intensive natural gas. "The 
goa l of the project is to increase the utilisation 
of natural gas w ithi n the Asia-Pacific region 
to e nhance energy 
security, reduce air '' 

Robinson said the As ia-Pacific thirst for energy 
is growing at 3.2% per year and the gas project 
w ill seek to ensure that a significant part of 
that growth wi ll be met by low greenhouse•
emitting natural gas. 

"APPEA has strongly supported the A P6 
initiative. Work on the project can now 
commence in earnest, with the results - a 
detai led Asia-Pacific Gas Market Growth Plan 
- to be delivered in 2007", she said. 

the governments, industry and research 
o rganisations from the Partnersh ip have 
worked col laboratively to develop action p lans 
and projects. 

Eight task forces covering c leaner fossil fuels, 
renewable and d istributed energy, power 
generation and transmission, alumin ium, 
buildings and app liances, cement, coal and 
steel have worked together to develop cl imate 
change strategies for their sectors in a very 
short time frame. 

Other projects focusing on cleaner fossil 
energy to receive funding include: $8 mi l lion 
to carry out test ing of the CSIRO's mobile 
Post Combustion Capture plant under various 
cond it ions to develop the technology for 
commercial application; $5 mi l lion for C02 

enhanced coal bed methane and $3 mi llion for 
C02 capture and storage programme. 

On the renewable energy front, $5 mill ion 
has been al located to support the p ilot of 
solar concentrator photovoltaic technology 
and faci litate p lanning and approval processes 
for deployment of the power stations across 

Partners h i p 
countries, in 

pollution, lower 
gree nhouse gas Natural gas can play a central role in the particu lar China 

and the United 
emissions and boost 
economic growth. 

·"The development 
and deployment 
of lower emissions 

transition to a low emissions future for AP6 countries. 
provided that the demand for natural gas is not limited by 

constraints within gas markets and delivery systems.,' 

States. 

A boo k l et 
summ a ri s in g 
the Partnersh ip 

technologies w ill be key to del ivering c lean 
development and climate outcomes associated 
with fossil fuel use. Natural gas, along w ith 
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The inaugura l meeting of A P6 was held 
in Sydney in january th is year. Since then 

act ion p la ns 
and the proj ects is avai lab le on l ine 
at www.asiapac if icpartnership.org or 
www.dfat.gov.au/environment/climate/ap6 • 
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