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Late February Start For $20 MM Marie Seismic Survey 
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The state of the art Western Trident vessel will carry out the 503 km2 Marie survey in the Gippsland Basin, starting in late February. The survey is 
expected to take about 2-3 weeks to complete, depending on the weather. 

A 3D se ism ic survey, est imated to cost 
up to $20 million, is set to begin in 
late February over the Marie prospect 

in the offshore G ipps land Bas in by the 
Western Geco vesse l Western Trident. 

The su rvey, w hi ch w ill cover an area of 
503 km2, is being funded by Apache Northwest 
as part of its farm in requirement of the Vic/P42 
permit, joint venture partner Bass Strait O il 
Company (BAS) Managing Director, Andrew 
Adams, said. 

"The Marie survey w ill be the first 3D se ism ic 
data recorded in the western and northwestern 
areas of the Vic/P42 permit and w ill complete 
cont inuous coverage between ex isting 3D 
surveys", Adams said. "The survey w ill add ress 
a number of features identified on o lder 2D 
se ismic, includi ng leads analogous to the 
nearby Dolphin and Perch producing o il fields 
as well as the 1983 Om eo gas and condensate 
discovery." 

Adams sa id BAS wi ll be fully funded through 
the Marie survey in the first phase of Apache's 
farm in. The second phase requires Apache to 
fully fund the drilling of an exp lorat ion well 
to comp lete its ob ligations and earn a 60% 
interest and operatorsh ip in the permit. BAS 
and lnpex wou ld each retain a 20% interest. 

He sa id the Western Trident is fitted with state•
of-the-art solid streamer recording technology. 
Recording operat ions are expected to take 
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The Marie survey will be the first 30 seismic data recorded in the western and northwestern areas 
of the Vic/P42 permit 

between 2-3 weeks, depending on the weather. 
The Vic/P42 permit is adjacent to Ki ngfish, 

Austra li a's largest o il field and the Bream oil 
and gas f ield. • 
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