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Origin Acquires Seismic Data In Four New Zealand Permits 

0 rig in Energy has acq uired seismic 
data in fou r New Zealand pe rmi ts 
in the Canterbu ry, North land and 

northern Ta ranaki basins and has been offered 
a new Bass Basin permit, offshore Tasman ia 
herald ing an exciting phase in the company's 
frontie r exp lorat ion regions, accord ing to 
Executive General Manager Exploration, Rob 
Will ink. 

"Based on new seism ic res ul ts, Or igin 
bel ieves that an untested petroleum system 
may be deve loped in the deep water areas of 
the Canterbury Bas in", Willink sa id. Or igin 
acqu i red the 123 1 km Carrack seism ic survey in 
PEP 38262 in March 2006 and also applied for, 
and was granted, adjacent perm it PEP 38264 
on 8 November 2006. O rigin has 100% equity 
in both permits. 

"Robust structural leads have been identified 
in both permits and these have th e potential to 
hold very la rge volumes of oil and/or gas", he 
sa id . "Origin has contracted the seism ic vessel 
CGG Duke to acqui re add it iona l 20 se ismic 
(1 ,300 km Wherry survey in PEP 38264 and 
PEP 38262, 910 km Carave l survey in PEP 
38262), with acqu isition l ikely to commence 
in M arch 2007." 

A large 20/30 seism ic survey is being carried 
out by the Pac ific Titan over existing leads and 
prospects in the Northland Bas in and northern 
Taranaki Basin permits PEP 38618 and PEP 
38619 (Origin 50% and operator). W i ll ink said, 
as at 2 6 February, acqu isition of the 432 km 2 

Nimitz 30 seismic survey in PEP 38618 was 
more tha n 70% completed. 

This survey wil l be immediate ly fo ll owed by 
the 1902 km Pantheon 20 seismic su rvey in 
the same permit, and the 1224 km Aki ra 20 
seismic survey in adjacent perm it PEP 38619. 
"Origin bel ieves these areas are prospective 
fo r gas and in the event of exp loration success, 
could help to al leviate New Zealand's looming 
supply/demand shortfall", he said. 

In Australia, O rigin has been offered a new 
exploration permit in the Bass Basin in 
respect of gazetted area T06-4 (1 00%) located 
immediately south and west of its existing 
permit T/18P in which the Trefoi l and Wh ite 
Ibis gas discoveries are located. "In accepting 
this offer, Origin wi ll be committed to acqu ire 
20 and 30 seism ic and the dril l ing of an 
exploration well in the first three yea rs of permit 
tenure. Wil l ink said Origin bel ieves the permit 
is highly prospective for gas . 

And offshore Kenya, Origin has successful ly 
acquired the 3759 km Lamu 20 seismic 
survey in permits L8 and L9 (Origin 75% 
and operator) uti l is ing the Northern Explorer 
seismic vessel. "Seismic over some leads 
in Origin's permits appear to be associated with 
di rect hydrocarbon indications", he said. 
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Origin Energy is entering a particularly exciting phase in the exploration of its more frontier assets 
offshore New Zealand, Australia and Kenya following the securing of new permits and seismic 
data becoming available for interpretation. 

'' Based on new seismic results, Origin believes that an 
untested petroleum system may be developed in the deep 

water areas of the Canterbury Basin.,' 

"Processing of newly acquired seismic 
is expected to take at least four months to 
complete . A decision must be made in the 
third quarter of 2007 to enter the second 
additional period of these perm its which carry 
comm itments to drill." 

Commenting on these exp loration developments 
Willink said Origin is enter ing a pa rticu larly 
exciting phase in the exploration of its more 
frontier assets fo l lowing the secu ring of new 

permits and seismic data becoming available 
for interpretation . 

"The potential for very la rge oil and gas 
discoveries has been identified, but as always, 
we remain consc ious of the geo logical risk 
and high cost associated with exploration, in 
particularly in our deeper water areas", he said. 
"To this end, we have commenced a process of 
attracting experienced partners to participate 
in forward activities in these areas." • 
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