
Alliance To Fast 
Track Hydrogen Development 

The University of Q ueensland has teamed 
up w ith the University of South Carolina to 
accelerate the development of hydrogen 

energy as a clean fuel alternative to oi I. 

Queensland Premier, Peter B eattie, said the 
un iversit ies have agreed t o col labo rate on 
research projects and business development as 
wel l as faculty and student exchanges. Beattie 
sa id hydrogen has great potential as a c lean 
energy carrier to rep lace hydrocarbons at a 
time w hen the world is desperately seeking 
alternative energy sources. 

"The development of hydrogen energy is o ne 
of several opportunities along w ith clean coal 
technologies and biofuels like ethanol that would 
enable Queensland to reduce CO, emissions as 
part of our response to cl imate cha-nge", he said. 

The University of Queens land leads the 
recently formed National Hydrogen Materials 

Alliance, funded under the CSIRO w ith $10 
mi ll ion over th ree years. Gri ffith U n iversi ty 
and the Q ueensland University ofTechnology 
are also part of the alliance. Beattie sa id 
th e Un ive rsity of South Caro l ina has 
sign ifi cant expertise in hydrogen and fue l 
ce l l techno logies. 

"They host the National Science Foundation 
Industry/Univers ity Cooperat ive Research 
Center for Fuel Cells and they play a leadership 
role in the South Carolina Hydrogen and Fuel 
Cel l A lliance", he sa id. The two universities 
have also agreed to mutually support the two 
biggest hydrogen conferences in the world over 
the next few years. 

In June ne xt year, Brisbane wi ll host the 2008 
World Hydrogen Energy Conference w hile the 
US Nat ional Hydrogen A ssociation Annua l 
Conference w i l l be held in Columbia, South 
Carolina in March/Apri l 2009. • 
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