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Gorgon Clears Its Final Hurdle 

The Gorgon LNG project has been granted 
fin al approva l b y th e West Australi an 
governm ent, a fter D av id Templeman, 

the Environment and Climate Change Minister 
signed off on a set of stringent environmental 
conditions in ea rl y September. 

One such condition is a requirement th at 
Chevron, ExxonMobil and Shell, the proponents 
of the Gorgon project, w ill establish a reservoir 
ca rbon dioxide injecti on system under th e 
Gorgon site on Barrow Island. The joint venture 
partn ers w ill also be expected t o establi sh 
expert panels to protect the biodiversity of the 
island and surrounding marine environment. 

The conditi ons form one part of a three-po int 
env ironmental protection pl an for the project, 
which also includes an additional A$60 million 
commitment by Chevron, ExxonMobil and 
Shell to fund a seri es of initiati ves to conserve 
the fl atback turtl e p opul ation and to protect 
other endangered spec ies, and a government 
commitment to expand land and marine parks 
and reserves in the Pilbara a nd lower west 
Kimberl ey reg ions. 

The proponents w ill also be required to submit 
an annual audit compliance and environmental 
performance reports, as well as a greenhouse 
abatement program to ensure t he pl ant is 
des igned to minimi se greenhouse emi ss ions. 

Co lin Beckett, Chevron Australi a's general 
manager fo r the G reater Gorgon Area, noted 
that the c ondi t ions were some o f the most 
stringent imposed on a major project anywhere 
in the worl d. "The M ini ster's dec ision to iss ue 
state environmental approva l f o r th e Gorgon 
deve lopment proposa l i s an important project 
mil estone." 

"We have always believed that the Gorgon 
pro j ect ca n b e deve loped in a way th at 
continues to protect the conservat ion va lues 
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Location of the Gorgon field offshore WA 

Conservation of the ( fatback turtle, one of 
many e nvironmental p ro tection initiati ves. 
Photo K.Howard 

of Barrow Island w hil e generating s ignifi ca nt 
econo mi c benefi ts . Th e deta il of fin al 
government env ironmental approva ls fo r the 
Gorgon project w ill be incorporated into o ur 
current work on engineering and design, ri sk 
mitigation and long-term resource pl anning", 
Beckett sa id . 

The Gorgon project has an estimated resource 
base of more than 40Tcf of gas and a nominal 
deve lopment life of around 60 yea rs. 

PetroChina has iss ued a vote of confidence in 
the Gorgon proj ect, by entering into long-term 
LNG suppl y agreements w ith Shell. • 
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