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WA To Host Tight Gas Workshop 

The complexity, availability and the 

commercial viability of tight gas in 

Western Austra lia will be discussed 

by major players from across the country 

at a workshop to be held at the King's Park 

Function Centre in Perth on 20 August. 

Western Australia's Depa rtment of Industry 

and Resources (DOIR), in conjunction with t he 

WA Energy Research Al liance, and support 

of PESA and SPE WA Section, w ill exam ine 

opportunities in t he sector and aims to 

develop a t ight gas network in Perth. 

Stakeholders in the domestic gas industry 

in WA w il l examine dril ling and completion 

techniques and internationa l approaches to 

exploiting tight gas reservoirs. 

Regu latory and licensing issues w ill be 

d iscussed together w ith independent 

expert assessment of current and projected 

opportunities in the market 

Tight gas is found in rocks w ith a low 

permeability, making it difficult to extract and 

requi ring specialised d ri lling t echniques. 

Substantial tight gas reserves are known to 

exist in the southwest and lower midwest of 

WA but have not previously been thought to 

be economica lly via ble. 

However, recent adva nces in drilling and 

completion technology combined with 

higher domestic gas pr ices have changed 

this outlook. 

The WA government re leased the first t ight 

gas permit in November 2007. 

Organ isers of the workshop sa id they were 

confident WA Resources Minister Francis 

Logan wou ld play a ro le in d iscussions as a 
VIP guest at the workshop. 

Logan has said that while Australia's 

pet ro leum industry had limited expertise in 

the 'tig ht gas' f ie ld, it was more common in 

other parts of the world. 

"We are fortunate in WA to have large 

reserves of easy-to-access gas, so our t ight 

gas resources have been largely ignored. 

But with the market doing so well and the 

loom ing domestic gas shortage, tight gas is 
looking m ore favourable." 

Logan said the WA Government is 

encourag ing more explorat ion and 

development in order to avert a domest ic gas 

shortage. 

Shutdowns in various sectors o f WA's energy 

industry have had m uch of the state's m ining 

and processing industry scrambling to lim it 

production losses on several occasions and 

ignited a debate surrounding security of 

supply. 

WA's Chamber of Commerce and Ind ustry 

chief execut ive, James Pearson, sa id the state 

should not be relyi ng on the North-West for 

most of its domestic gas supplies. 

"Major disruption to Western Austra lia's 

domestic gas supplies has once again 

exposed the state's energy vu lnerabil it ies as a 

resu lt of its dependence on gas from a limited 

number of supply sources", he said. 

The WA government expects supply of 

domestic gas from large liquefied natu ral gas 

p rojects wou ld begin after 2014. 

More detai ls of the Tight Gas Workshop are 

available from t he Department of Indust ry and 

Resources website at http://www.doir.wa.gov. 

au/mineralsandpet roleum/index.asp or contact 

Kieu Pham, email: pham@mech.uwa.edu.au. • 
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