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Tasman Drills 
Promising Shale 
Oil Deposit In SA 

The prospect of a shale oil deposit, 
which could be used to produce 
synthetic crude oi l or gas, has been 

identified in South Australia's mid north . 

Perth based explorer Tasman Resou rces sa id 
it had identified t he potential for the deposit 
whi le drilling fo r coal and other minerals 80 km 
southwest of Coober Pedy. 

Early dr ill work suggested t he organic rich 
sed iments could stretch fo r as far as 40 km with 
22 of the 33 drill holes encounter ing significant 
t hicknesses. 

Resu lts from the one hole init ially test sampled 
returned t he equ ivalent o f about 11 8 L of 
hydrocarbons per ton ne. 

"Wh ile the resu lts are encouraging, it is very 
ear ly days yet': Tasman's Executive Chairman 
Greg Solomon said. 

"We wi ll, however, commence an immediate 
follow-up work prog ram involving sampling 
and ana lysis of the exist ing holes drilled in the 
first pass. 

"Tasman w ill also undertake some further broad•
spaced drill ing to determine the distribution and 
th ickness of the organ ic rich mudstones:' 

Mr Solomon said the follow-up program would 
lead to extensive hydrocarbon analysis of each 
hole to determine if the overall volume and 
oil-generat ing capacity of the deposit were 

potentially economic. • 
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