
S ince incidents like the BP Deep 
Horizon oil explosion in 2010, 
government and industry have closely 

reviewed and made improvements to 
safety procedures in re lation to exploration 
and production drilling as well as oil spil l 
prepared ness. 

More than a year on, oil and gas exploration 
and production companies are taking every 
precaution they can to prevent another safety 
incident to the extent of that in the Gulf 
of Mexico from occurring again. After the 
accident happened a moratorium postponed 
any further exploration and production within 
the region, leaving compan ies with no other 
choice but to look elsewhere for developing 
their portfolios. 

Once the moratorium was lifted BHP Bi lliton 
was the first company to bring a newly drilled 
well into production in the Gulf, and did so 
at its Shenzi field on 30 May 201 1. The SB-201 
well is the 11th producing well in the region. 
It was dri lled to 25,126 ft and is currently 
producing approximately 17,000 bopd. 

With last year's incident stil l fresh in the 
minds of key industry and government 
professiona ls worldwide, BHP acknowledged 
that it's critica lly important to conduct deep•
water drilling operations in a safe manner 
that is aligned not only with the Bureau of 
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Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and 
Enforcement's (BOEMRE's) regulations, but the 
company's own strict requi rements. 

As a standard operating procedure BHP uses 
a safer casing design and robust blowout 
preventer configuration than that u sed in the 
Gu lf disaster, with the belief that double sheer 
rams on Blowout Preventer (BOP) systems are 
necessary for added protection in deep-water 
drill ing. 

BHP Billiton Petroleum Chief Execut ive, J. 
Michael Yeager, said that the company is 
pleased to be able to demonstrate that deep•
water dri ll ing and production can resume in a 
safe and reliable manner. "Our organisation has 
worked very hard over the past several months 
w ith regulators to have t he abi lity to resume 
dril ling operations and add new production 
to our deep water Gu lf of Mexico portfol io': 
he said. 

BHP's spokesperson, Kelly Quirke, said that 
at the C.R. Luigs' initial design phase, the 
company specified a BOP with two sets 
of sheer rams and continuously used that 
configurat ion since. "BHP Bil liton has also 
disassembled, inspected, re-assembled and 
tested the entire BOP system on the C.R. Luigs 
as witnessed and cert ified by a third-party 
independent entity", she said. "BOEMRE also 
verified the testing of the C.R. Luigs' BOP. 

"Although the BOP is an important part of 
assuring the integrity of a well, it should not 
be considered in isolat ion of other design and 
operational elements which are equally as 
important in preventing well control incidents. 
BHP Billiton implements these other elements 
to the highest possible standard under a 
mature management system and uses th ird 
party independent attestation for well design 
and rig rel iabil ity:' 

BHP also received approval and began dri lling a 
second deep water production well 
(SB-1 01) on the Shenzi field on 2 June 2011. The 
Shenzi facility was installed in approximately 
1300 m of water on the Green Canyon Block 
653, making it the second deepest Tension-Leg 
Platform (TLP) in the world. 

To ensure that its production efforts are 
conducted safely earlier this year, BHP joined the 
Marine Wel l Containment Company (MWCC), a 
not-for-profit organisat ion dedicated to ensuring 
the ability to quickly respond to a wel l control 
incident in the deep water Gulf of Mexico. 

MWCC is an important industry effort t hat 
allows E&P companies to demonstrate that 
they have the necessary tools readi ly avai lable 
to respond to a subsea well cont rol incident. 
"While we don't expect such an event, we 
believe it is our responsibility to be prepared': 
Quirke said. • 
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