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The Caddo-Pine Island Field, located principally in Caddo Parish, Louisiana, was the 
first of the very large oil and gas fields discovered in Louisiana. From its discovery in 
1 905 to the present it has had considerable influence both on the petroleum industry and 
the general economy of Northwest Louisiana. 

The geologic feature responsible for this petroleum accumulation is a large, low 
relief, closed anticlinal structure which occupies the crest of the Sabine Uplift, the 
dominant feature between the East Texas Salt Dome Basin on the west and the North 
Louisiana Interior Salt Dome Basin on the east. 

The majority of the production has been from reservoirs within the Upper Cretaceous 
together with those Lower Cretaceous zones which occur unconformably below the 
Upper and Lower Cretaceous contact. Other Lower Cretaceous zones have produced, but 
in relatively minor total quantities. 

Through out the ninety-seven year history of the field total production has risen and 
declined only to be revived by deeper drilling, the development of new production 
techniques, and field extension drilling. 

Now in its latter stages of depletion, most of this historic field's producing wells 
are being operated by local independents. Their future is tied to the price of crude oil as 
they await new techniques capable of unlocking the millions of barrels of oil still in place 
in the Upper Cretaceous Annona Chalk. 

THE WELL AT WICHITA 
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At the tum of the 20th century, municipalities in eastern Kansas were beginning to 
thrive because of large, recently discovered, natural gas reserves. Such discoveries and 
commensurate development attracted industries,  capital and population from out of state. 
Understandably, those cities were envied by towns farther west. The Wichita Daily Eagle 

newspaper on March 7, 1 896 noted that "If there is any one thing on earth that can 
prevent Wichita from becoming a great city, it is a lack of cheap fuel." Exhibiting 

foresight to avoid such failure, in 1 894 the Wichita city council authorized a municipal 
bond issue of $ 1  0,000.00 to drill an exploratory well on city property in search of 
economic deposits of coal, gas, salt or oil . Such well was spudded on October 1 9, 1 895 in 
what now is downtown Wichita. From then until April 30, 1 897, the city struggled with 
almost every imaginable problem before giving up the effort. There is a notable lack of 
information about this well, as being only published newspaper accounts of the day and a 
brief mention in an 1 898 issue of Transactions of the Kansas Academy of Science. 
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