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ABSTRACT: Although petroleum and associated materials,
such as natural gas, have been used by the human species lit-
erally for thousands of years, it was not until Edwin Drake
and his team sank the first drilled well on the banks of Oil
Creek, near Titusville, that the industry began to mature. Even
though within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania petroleum
had been long used by the native peoples as well as European
settlers, it was little more than a sideline or a nuisance prior
to Drake’s success. In this brief overview of the beginning of
the modern petroleum industry, the major players and contri-
butions will be discussed, as well as some of the unintended
consequences that developed later.
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