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POSTER PRESENTATION

Geophysical recording instruments played a vital role in early
Texas oil discoveries. Although many initial discoveries were
made by drilling near oil seeps or were based on surface geol-
ogy or topographic highs, in the 1920’s newly developed geo-
physical recording instruments allowed explorers to look be-
low the surface and began a new era of petroleum exploration.
This display of vintage instruments and documents from the
Geophysical Society of Houston Museum Collection includes
early examples of geophysical instrumentation developed for
recording data which, when interpreted, led to discoveries.

Included is a Torsion Balance of the type used in 1924 to dis-
cover the first salt dome in the United States based on geo-
physics, a single trace seismic refraction recording instrument
used in the first seismic discovery in 1924, and an early proto-
type seismic refraction detector from 1926. Also included are
other items and documents from the same time period which
illustrate the computations, maps, and charts used to convert
the instrument readings into exploration maps
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