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DRILLING INTO THE ARCHIVES FOR OIL AND 
GAS COLLECTIONS: 

HOLDINGS FOR THE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
CENTER, UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING

Ginny Kilander
American Heritage Center

University of Wyoming, Dept. 3924
1000 E University Ave. Laramie, WY 82071

papyrus@uwyo.edu

The American Heritage Center is the University of Wyo-
ming’s repository of manuscripts collections, rare books, 
and the university archives. Open to the public and featur-
ing more than 3000 archival collections, many with national 
and international importance, the holdings include more than 
four-hundred collections related to economic geology, rang-
ing from personal papers to corporate records and including 
oil, gas, and mining, related topics. This talk will introduce 
the AHC and highlight some of the Center’s prominent collec-
tions in these subjects, describe the grant programs available 
to our researchers, and provide an overview of how to identify 
and locate these collections, including practical information 
for conducting on-site research, using online resources, and 
coordinating with the reference department long-distance for 
those patrons unable to visit on-site. The Center’s two recent 
Wyoming oral history programs, one to document the social, 
environmental, and economic impacts of the natural gas boom 
in Sublette County, and a second to document the potential oil 
boom in communities within the Niobrara Shale Formation, 
will also be introduced. 

GRADING THE HONOR SYSTEM: 
THE LINOWES COMMISSION AND THE CREATION 

OF THE MINERALS MANAGEMENT SERVICE

Nicolai Kryloff
419 7th Street NW

Washington, DC 20004
nkryloff@hrassoc.com

The Linowes Commission Report, presented to the Secre-
tary of the Interior in 1982, represented the culmination of 
more than fifty years of frustration with the U.S. government’s 
management of oil and gas royalties on Indian and public 
lands. It laid bare the failures of the U.S. Geological Survey 
in tracking millions of dollars in royalties that were rightfully 
owed to Indian tribes, individual Indians, states, and the na-
tional treasury. The report’s findings ultimately ruptured the 
regulatory authority of the USGS and gave rise to a new agen-
cy, the Minerals Management Service, and to a new chapter in 
federal oversight of oil and gas activity.

In 1980, on a routine inspection, a truck hauling oil off 
the Wind River Reservation in west-central Wyoming was 
stopped without a run ticket. This seemingly innocuous in-
cident gave rise to a scandal of unknown depth. The oil was 
stolen. How much oil and gas was disappearing from public 
and Indian lands without being paid for? Federal royalty man-
agement slipped into doubt, not only on one isolated Indian 
reservation, but on all public and trust land nationwide. The 
FBI came to investigate the oil theft at Wind River, the media 
seized on the story, and Congress demanded answers. Before 
long, indications emerged that oil rustlers in rural Wyoming 
represented only one dimension of a complex problem: Fed-
eral regulators depended entirely on oil and gas companies to 
report their own production and profits, making paper theft 
all too easy. Following a series of congressional hearings and 
other investigations, Secretary of the Interior James G. Watt 
appointed a special commission, chaired by University of Il-
linois economist and public-policy scholar David F. Linowes, 
to study the federal royalty management system.

At the center of this system was the USGS, entrusted with 
regulating royalty payments on public and Indian land. But 
the rapid expansion and ever-increasing sophistication of the 
oil and gas industry—in both field operations and business 
acumen—had left the venerable scientific institution behind. 
Dedicated geologists and engineers found themselves wan-
dering in an overgrown maze of bookkeeping, administration, 
and cryptic accounting practices. For 12,400 leases cover-
ing 6 million acres in 1975, there were 61 USGS employees 
tasked with monitoring the royalties. Understaffing had led to 
an overreliance on the oil and gas industry, which was mostly 
left to police itself. Not only had royalty management become 
a severe embarrassment to the Department of the Interior, ac-
cording to the Linowes Commission Report, but the heavy 
administrative workload had also detracted from the original 
scientific mission of the USGS.

The Linowes Commission Report was highly critical of 
federal royalty management in all regards. The commission 
found that oil and gas companies operated on an honor sys-
tem, leading to significant royalty underpayments of undeter-
mined value. The report analyzed key problems and recom-
mended solutions, including the creation of a new regulatory 
entity. Shortly in advance of the report’s public release, Sec-
retary Watt established the Minerals Management Service. 
Although the new organization would, like the USGS, come 
under heavy criticism—ultimately meeting its own demise 
below the platform of the Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf of 
Mexico—it nevertheless represented a significant step toward 
serious reform. With a host of other statutory and regulatory 
initiatives in the early 1980s, oil and gas regulation on public 
and Indian lands underwent a rush of changes not fathomed in 
Teapot Dome. 
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This paper examines the U. S. government’s royalty man-
agement system leading to the Linowes Commission Report, 
the commission and its findings, and the establishment of the 
MMS. Created out of crisis, the Linowes Commission and the 
MMS ultimately acted as agents of federal reform.

THREE PETROLEUM PIONEERS AND 
PHILANTHROPISTS IN PITTSBURGH: 

EBENEzER BREWER, CHARLES LOCKHART, AND 
MICHAEL BENEDUM

Alfred N. Mann
1251 Sheridan Ave, Pittsburgh PA 15206

alfred.mann@verizon.net

Ebenezer Brewer (1789-1870) was one of the partners who 
originally owned the land in Titusville, PA on which Edwin 
Drake drilled the world’s first oil well.  Along with his son 
Dr. Francis Brewer (1820-1872) and other partners, Ebene-
zer Brewer transacted the first oil lease in North America in 
1853.  For many years, the elder Brewer made his home in 
Pittsburgh, where he was active in St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church.  He was a generous donor to the church and served 
on the Vestry for many years.

Charles Lockhart (1818-1905) built the nation’s first com-
mercial scale oil refinery in Pittsburgh, in 1861.  In 1868 he 
formed the Standard Oil Company in partnership with John 
D. Rockefeller.  Lockhart served as president of Standard Oil 
from 1874 to 1892.  Extensively involved in philanthropy, 
Lockhart was deeply committed to his church, endowing the 
Eastminster Presbyterian Church in the East Liberty section 
of Pittsburgh.  His heirs endowed the Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary, also in East Liberty.

Michael Benedum (1869-1959) was the nation’s great-
est wildcatter, successfully exploring for oil around the 
world.  His company, Benedum-Trees, was headquartered in 
Pittsburgh.  He gave generously from his wealth, endowing 
churches and hospitals.  The Claude Worthington Benedum 
Foundation is one of the major philanthropic institutions in 
Pittsburgh, having been responsible for supporting an engi-
neering school at the University of Pittsburgh as well as a the-
ater for the performing arts.

COWBOY ACTOR WILLIAM S. HART BATTLES 
REFINER MILON J. TRUMBLE

Ann Mauer
2284 Griffin Way 102-144
Corona, California 92879

mauerann@yahoo.com
http://www.enviortechnicalimaging.com/

In 1928, a cowboy movie star protested a plan for a Trum-
ble refinery in Newhall, California. Trumble refineries were 
well known by that time in the industry, and his processing 
units and large refineries were making millions at key oil fields 
around world. Behind the scenes, in the area surrounding the 
actor’s ranch, was a rapid growth in oil, fuel, and hydrocar-
bon development. Advances out West in carbon-based energy 
had quickly become sophisticated with the arrival of fuel and 
hydrocarbon processing methods from Eastern U. S. and Eu-
ropean groups. From the early 1920’s until the year Hart drew 
his guns, investors built projects to extract minerals and hy-
drocarbons at this location with new processing techniques, 
including methods patented by M. J. Trumble. Competition 
amid these dynamics was soaring by the time Hart testified 
before the Los Angeles County Planning Commission to halt 
a Trumble refinery proposed for construction on a parcel that 
lay a mile from the actor’s new mansion.

The incident remained off the local historical radar until 
Trumble’s biographer learned the oral history of Trumble’s 
conflict and examined old news reports. Heritage papers for 
the Western American inventor’s career revealed an influen-
tial pioneer in traditional refining, synthetic fuels and metals. 
Why would the cowboy actor ride his established star-power 
to maximum advantage in order to influence townspeople 
and the county until the renowned refiner scrubbed his plan 
to build a facility on land he owned in the oil town 23 miles 
northwest of Los Angeles?

Trumble held the support of the federal government behind 
his successive ventures and self-funded experiments. He do-
nated patented technology to his government and engaged in 
work with every major oil company on earth. News reports 
reveal that prospecting, drilling, storage, transport and energy 
processing in Hart’s immediate area did not lead to the con-
flict choreographed by Two-Gun Bill. Trumble’s refinery in 
particular was what Hart aimed to stop.

Bill Hart’s mansion today is a museum located at 24151 
Newhall Road, Newhall, California 91321. The actor became 
a renowned cowboy hero in 65 silent films between 1914 and 
1925. His 10,000 square foot home with 27 rooms was called 
La Loma de los Vientos (Hill of the Winds). Hart’s 256 acres 
in Newhall was named Horseshoe Ranch. Surrounding the 




