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Oil production in northeastern Oklahoma dates back to
1859 with oil produced from a Lewis Ross brine well near
Salina. With the discovery of the #1 Nellie Johnstone (1897)
in Bartlesville, the #1 Sue A. Bland (1901) at Red Fork, and
construction of railroad infrastructure, Tulsa became a focal
point for the fledgling petroleum industry of Indian Territory.
The nearby discovery of Glenn Pool (1905), Oklahoma’s first
giant oil field located at Glenpool in Tulsa County, created a
major economic boom that attracted industry and led to state-
hood in 1907. The regional industry continued to expand rap-
idly with numerous discoveries, notably the giant 1912 Cush-
ing Field discovery at the #1 Wheeler in Drumright. Cushing
is still prominent as an oil-trading hub with approximately 85
million barrels of storage capacity.

Tulsa quickly grew to be a business, publication and cultur-
al center for the American petroleum industry and continues
in that role today. Refineries were built in 1910 and 1913 and
connected to the Gulf Coast with pipelines, and Tulsa became
the home for major oil company research laboratories such as
Amoco and Cities Service. The International Petroleum Ex-
position (IPE) was the dominant petroleum industry trade fair
from 1923 to 1979, although it is best known today for the
iconic Golden Driller statue located at the Tulsa Fairgrounds.

The Oil & Gas Journal was established in Tulsa by Patrick
C. Boyle, began publication in 1910, and its parent company
Pennwell is still headquartered in Tulsa. Tulsa-based profes-
sional societies include the American Association of Petro-
leum Geologists (AAPG), Society for Sedimentary Geology
(SEPM), Society of Exploration Geophysicists (SEG), and
the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs (ADDC). Another
publication resource is Petroleum Abstracts, affiliated with
the University of Tulsa.
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