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that knew no limits. That all changed early in the 20" Century
when oil-fired battleships were perfected. To insure a strate-
gic supply of bunker oil, four Naval Petroleum Reserves were
set aside by Executive Orders in Wyoming, California, and
Alaska. Located about 35 miles north of Casper, Teapot Dome
was designated NPR3. Unknown at the time, the battleship
was to be rendered obsolete by the airplane shortly after the
NPRs were formed.

When it came time to dole out government leases, Sec-
retary of Interior Albert Fall contacted his old friend Harry
Sinclair. Sinclair leased NPR-3 with the expectation of estab-
lishing a central Wyoming oil storage facility and shipping
point for eastern markets. Congress investigated Fall when
he suddenly became quite wealthy from what turned out to
be Sinclair’s graft. Fall and Sinclair were subsequently im-
prisoned, and the Sinclair leases cancelled. Casper’s Harding
(later Garfield) School was named after the President under
whom the famous scandal occurred. Hoping to avoid another
scandal and with no demand for bunker oil, Congress shut
the field in. The Navy developed only those areas of NPR-3
subject to drainage from offsetting properties.

With the “70s Arab oil embargos, the U.S. saw huge mone-
tary assets in the NPRs. Both NPR1 (Elk Hills, CA) and NPR3
were opened to full field development in 1976. In 1977, NPR
oversight was transferred from to the new Dept. of Energy.
DOE raised NPR3 production to a maximum of 5000 BOPD
in 1979. With rapidly declining production, DOE formed the
Rocky Mountain Oilfield Testing Center (RMOTC) in 1995.
The field became a government-sponsored test facility for
new oilfield technology. By 2007, Congress began demand-
ing that RMOTC become a profitable entity. Faced with such
an impossible task, DOE sold the property to Stranded Oil
Resources Corp. for $45.2 million in 2015.
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FIELDTRIP DISCUSSION

At the turn of the 19" century, the U.S was comfortably
ensconced in its supply of coal. Defense, transportation, and
power generation were coal-fired from home-grown reserves
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